
The League of Women Voters of the Grand Traverse Area (LWV-GTA) applied to
become a provisional chapter in December 1959 and was recognized as a local League
in January 1962, thereby becoming an integral part of the League of Women Voters
of the United States and the League of Women Voters of Michigan.  Its area of
organization initially included Grand Traverse and Leelanau counties and was
expanded in 2000 to include Antrim, Benzie and Kalkaska counties.

Early members included Helen Milliken, Betty Parker, Betty Parsons, Margot
Power, Jeanne Shelby, Blanche Kimmett, Azalia Bishop, Esther Willman, Lou Ann
Taylor, Mary Anne Force, and Florabelle Grosvenor. A Record-Eagle article described
the group as “…little old ladies in tennis shoes…” But hardly your typical little old
ladies in tennis shoes!

These were the women who in 1963 stood up for free speech and were sued for
their efforts by a conservative talk show host, Dan Smoot, for a million dollars. (See
story page 4) These were women who canoed down the Boardman, forged through
the wilderness at Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, and perhaps most trying
of all, spent countless hours at innumerable public hearings and governmental
meetings speaking up for what they believed in.

Notable accomplishments over the past fifty years include:
•Publishing a Know Your Area Study and later They Represent You brochures.

•Studies on state taxation, metropolitan problems, local public and school 
libraries, local governmental units, and water resources.

•A major effort to support a proposed state Constitutional Convention which
was approved in 1963.

• In 1965 the formation of the Male Finance Advisory Committee which led 
eventually to 1974 when the National League recognized these contributions
and allowed men to join as full voting members.

•Registration of voters. (The 1960 Cherry Festival featured a float that had five
generations of women from the same family riding with the League President.)

•Holding numerous forums for candidates running for local and state offices, 
including the only candidate forums in this area for Governor of Michigan.

• Informational forums on environmental issues, water resources, public access
tv, education, governmental websites, elections, and fair and impartial courts.

A display at the Traverse Area District Library will commemorate the history 
of the local League during the month of July.  We invite you and your family to 
come and view it.  If you plan to get involved, perhaps tennis shoes are a good idea
after all.
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Partisan - Never

Political - You Bet!

LWVGTA website:
www.lwvgta.org

The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, encourages  informed and active participation
in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through
education and advocacy. The League is financed by member dues and contributions from members and interested
citizens. Membership in the League is open to who support the principles and purposes of the League.
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Bill Thomas Receives LWVGTA’s Inaugural

“Making Democracy Work” Award at Annual Dinner
Bill Thomas recently had an opportunity to discuss the importance of citizen participation in government with

members of the Grand Traverse League of Women Voters. The occasion was the League's annual dinner, and he
was honored to receive the group's inaugural "Making Democracy Work" award.

Thomas told League members that he was proud and humbled at the recognition. Proud because he has the
great fortune to lead one of the best newsrooms in this state. And humbled because ours is a community rich in
its dedication to the principles of the First Amendment.

In preparing his remarks, Thomas thought of so many in our area who fight on a daily basis -- as the League's
new award states -- "to safeguard democracy."

People like former Gov. and Mrs. William Milliken who, resisting constant partisan pressure, set the gold standard
for honesty, decency and civility in public life;

Like Bill Boltres, of Acme Township, who fights so valiantly to protect his township from secret and illegal
electoral coup d'etats by special interests;

Like Grand Traverse County Commissioner Chris Maxbauer, who endured stifling political pressure, sexist
ridicule and endless verbal insults in order to open our governmental processes;

Like circuit judges Thomas Power and Philip Rodgers who even though they have strong northern Michigan
roots and acquaintances, are unafraid to make solid and objective decisions in their courtrooms;

Like attorney Jim Olson, who fights a continuing, lonely, uphill battle to protect our precious water resources
from commercial exploitation;

Like Justice Betty Weaver, who helped focus a spotlight on intrigue, chaos and checkbook justice on the state
Supreme Court;

Like members of the Northern Michigan Environmental Action Council, who steadfastly advocate for the
preservation of our region's natural resources;

Like filmmaker, author and community benefactor Michael Moore, who withstands endless demonization and
even threats of physical violence to exercise his -- and ultimately our -- Constitutional rights.

And, yes, the Grand Traverse Area League of Women Voters, which dedicates itself to effective government
through voter awareness and education. The local League identifies issues in our community and state, educates
the public about them and assists in solutions. We've all benefited from its efforts.

These and many others are truly courageous folks who fight the good fight to keep the five freedoms of the
First Amendment -- and indeed the purpose of our government -- alive. Were it not for their efforts, government
transparency would be exactly where so many special interests would consign it -- the trash bin.

Thomas told the League that he fears newspapers' role as "watchdogs" of the people's business, the conduct
of public affairs, is in jeopardy. It's endangered, among other reasons, because the public increasingly doesn't
understand the Constitution and does not appreciate our First Amendment role.

It's amazing the number of times he fields calls from readers who argue a newspaper doesn't have the "right"
to publish a story, a commentary or even a cartoon. Their argument is not just that they disagree with a point of
view or object to a story. That, of course, is fair game. Compounding the problem is the fact that news gathering
-- particularly aggressive watchdog reporting -- is expensive. News departments are expense centers, not revenue
generators. We cost money. And we upset apple carts which, in turn, often cost our companies more money.

Make no mistake, though. Solid, aggressive journalism is still being practiced. Ask the mayor of Detroit. You'll
recall that newspaper reporters in that city helped boot him from office and send him to jail. Still, hard-nosed
reporting is increasingly in short supply. Profit too often trumps principle.

That's why the work of the League of Women Voters and other like-minded organizations and individuals
increasingly is essential. They must continue to educate and inform the public, continue to demand openness and
accountability from government at all levels, and continue to insist that news organizations across the board uphold
our Constitutional public trust.

If they don't -- and we don't -- our future as a democracy is at risk.
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News from Benzie

Belstone Gallery

From the Board
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Winding Up the Season’s Programs
Mary Pitcher outlined the proposed changes in funding for the  State

Parks by paying an optional  $10 fee when renewing your license plate.
The anticipated revenue would allow much needed restoration work to be
done in Michigan’s State Parks and campgrounds.

Guest speaker, Anne Magoun, brought us up to date on the LWVMI’s
initiative of moving our state toward Fair and Impartial Courts.  This work
began in Traverse City in the fall of 2007 and continues with Leagues across
the state getting involved/informed about the way we fund judicial elections
and creating standards for recusal.

Members of the Benzie Unit attended a workshop at the  Darcy Library
in Beulah on how to  access the Michigan eLibrary and Resource Sharing
System (MelCat). This system provides access to online articles, books,
digital images, and other research information at any time via the internet
and to obtain library materials through interlibrary loans. This service is
available to all patrons in good standing at any participating library.  Our
facilitator was Helen Dewey.

Finally we ended the season with a visit  from the Conservation Resource
Alliance  with Kim Balke and Brett Fessell.  Their power point presentation
on  “Benzie River Care”,  an EPA funded project to preserve and protect
the streams in the Betsie and Platte  River watersheds, gave us hope for
the future.
Taking the Summer Off but Looking Ahead

The Friday group will not meet in July or August but we are looking
ahead to  presenting information on county millages that will be expiring
by the end of the  year. These include: the animal shelter, veterans, and
the ambulance service.  In addition our two school districts (Frankfort
Elberta Area Schools and Benzie County Central Schools) will be asking
for Headlee  millage overrides on the November ballot. The override
provision would allow the school districts to collect the full 18 mills on non
– homestead property.

The “Great Decision”  programs scheduled for next fall are:  “Cuba on
the Verge”  in October and The Artic Age in November. Both are topics of
high interest.

Next Meeting:  Friday, September 11 at noon at
the Brookside Inn in Beulah

Everyone is welcome to attend.

Volunteers needed for an event 
at the National Cherry Festival

LWVGTA has once again submitted a request to 
volunteer at an event at the National Cherry Festival 
July 4 – 11, 2009.  Please contact Bev at 231-941-5240 or
vebnob149@aol.com for more information on the exact date,
time and place.

• Discussion of LWVGTA mission, 
principles and non-partisan policy.
Recommended that the non-
partisan policy be reviewed and 
revised.

• Letter by Leelanau County to 
township governments to urge 
them to better utilize the County
website resources approved.

• FY 10 Calendar reviewed and 
changes in dates made. Voter 
mailing dates will be changed so 
that it comes out closer to our 
membership meeting dates which
are the 4th Wednesday of the 
month.

• Ingrid Brophy will reserve space 
at TADL for membership meetings.

• Bev Newson will reserve space at
the Visitor’s Center for Board 
Meetings.

• Several topics were discussed for
membership meetings, including
LWVMI Prison concensus, 
redistricting, low-cost housing 
needs, land banks, water issues, 
Grand Vision planning, round two
of Fair and Impartial Courts, and
term limits.  Please contact Ingrid
Brophy if you would like to chair
a meeting or have a topic that you
feel is important.

• Mary Grover, Voter Service Chair,
presented dates and information 
on upcoming elections.
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Four Housewives vs. Radio Talk Show Host Dan Smoot
Dominated Early History of League.

In 1963 only one year after our local League was being officially
approved, Dan Smoot, nationally known conservative TV show host,
sued the League of Women Voters – Grand Traverse Area for libel at
the tune of a million dollars over an article in what was then know as
The Bulletin but is known as our Voter. The article, written by Margot
Power (Judge Tom Powers’s mother), criticized his show as a “skillful,
professional job of propaganda against the United Nations, against all
foreign aid, against the income tax and against civil rights for the Negro
(remember this was early 60’s). The four housewives were Florabelle
Grovernor, Mary Ann Force, Margot Power and Sarah Hardy.  These
courageous ladies fought back as the suit proceeded upward through
the court system all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court.  Dan Smoot
eventually asked that the case be dismissed, a motion that was initially
denied by the U.S. District Judge, Honorable Noel P. Fox. The U.S.
Supreme Court sent the case back to the U.S. Court of Appeals and,
eventually, both sides agreed to dismiss the suit.

The case got national publicity and became a cornerstone for defense
of the First Amendment Right of Free  Speech. Concern was expressed
at local, state and national meetings of the League that if the suit
proved successful, it would severely limit League members from
expressing their opinions upon issues which the League has conducted
studies, established position statements  and feels are important.

The case also spotlighted attention on how large businesses or
corporations may try to bully small non-profit organizations, local
governmental units and individuals with limited financial resources
into doing their bidding.

LWV-GTA congratulates our founding members for standing up for
our right to exercise our First Amendment Rights to speak out on
issues!

From Mary Grover (Liaison for UpNorth 2 TV)
Look Who’s Watching
Here’s a quick summary of CMC website usage for March:

9,793 total page views, of which 6,462 were unique page views.

919 individual persons viewed all those pages in 2,006 visits.

The most popular page was the Up North 2 Online page (885 views).

The most popular Up North 2 program was The State Theater 
Show #1 (96 views).

Dues Reminder
 

LWV-GTA dues are payable by May 31st for the Fiscal Year 2009-
2010.  Dues not paid by that date are in arrears.  If you have not paid
your dues yet, please send a check payable to LWV-GTA, P.O. Box 671,
Traverse City, 49685.  Single membership is $55.00 and
household membership is $82.50.  This single dues payment covers
membership in National, State and local LWV.  If you have questions
call Jean Howard, 947-0505.

From Mary Lee Orr (MILO
Representative)

Lake Michigan water levels are in
constant flux.  The world's fifth largest
lake typically fluctuates by about a foot
in any given year, and over decades its
level can swing by as much as 6 feet.
 After an all-time low in January 2008,
the lake level has increased by more
than 2 feet, though it still remains about
9 inches below its long-term average



The
Frankfort
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Hansen Foods of Suttons Bay
The ''Good Cook‘s'' Store

Ronald “GUS” O’Brien

91 Fourth Street • PO Box 306
Suttons Bay, MI 49682
(231) 271-4280
(231) 271-4643 fax
e-mail: hansenfoods@centurytel.net

Save Your Oleson Receipts
A reminder to LWV-GTA members

and their families and friends to save and
collect receipts from Oleson grocery
stores. The Community Shared Points
program from Olesons will donate to non-
profit organizations 1% of the total
receipts! Save and turn in your receipts
to: Jan Warren

606 W. Tenth Street
Traverse City, MI  49684

Easy Fund Raising

On June 26th, the Leelanau Unit’s speaker was  Dan Scripps, State
House Representative District 101. Scripps, a first-term legislator,
shared his experiences and updated the group about activities in the
legislature. The next meeting of the group will be September 2nd. Grand
Traverse Band Chair Derek Bailey will speak on tribal government and
relations with Leelanau County’s government.
     Various committees will be meeting over the summer to plan events
and programs for the fall.

LWV-GTA Congratulates the Winners of the Outstanding
Service Awards at its Annual Dinner

Mary Grover, past president, won for her enormous devotion to
making the league a visible and powerful entity in the Grand Traverse
Area. It would be hard to single out which one of her talents tops the
list, but it is her ability to know how do it right!!  Whether that is
setting priorities, getting people involved, listening, researching and
then ORGANIZING, ORGANIZING ORGANZING.

 Joann Ewing and Brian Bensett were recognized for having served
the printing and copying needs of the League of Women Voters – Grand
Traverse Area. They have produced the Voter newsletter and They
Represent You and our Directory. Joann Ewing writes a heartfelt thank
you for also congratulating their Mother, Elizabeth Ewing’s 101st
birthday. Joann said Grandma Betty was taken that an important
organization as the League made such a fuss over her. She could not
stop talking about everyone singing to her and the beautiful cake. She
positively glowed for days and revisited the dinner and the beautiful
surroundings of the country club inside and out. The details of the
dinner were revisited with the many grandchildren and children who
kept her busy on the phone for two days and with those who came for
a visit.

She was a woman living many decades just doing the right thing,
struggling with a third grade education and the challenges so many
women faced back in the good old days - all to support her family.
Elizabeth talks often of the wage disparities, the harsh, dangerous
working conditions in the early 1920’s and facing an uncertain future
with six children making only 40 to 60 cents an hour doing a man’s
work for a woman’s wage. Nevertheless, she is proud of the
accomplishments her grandchildren and great grandchildren.

News from Leelanau



Meetings
and

Location
Updates

The Benzie Friday lunchtime gatherings will meet the next time on
Friday, September 11th at the Brookside Inn on US 31 in Beulah.

The Leelanau group will meet at noon on the first Wednesday of the month at the 
new County Office Building in the public meeting room on the ground floor. 
Members are urged to bring a lunch.

July
4th - 11th

2009

September
9th

2009

The National Cherry Festival
See article on Page 5 if
you can help volunteer on
July 7th or 10th!

NOON.
LWV-GTA Board
Meeting at the Traverse City
Convention and Visitors
Bureau.


