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The League of Women Voters — Grand Traverse Area

Serving Antrim, Bensie, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska and Leelanau Counties

Bill Thomas, Editor, Traverse City Record-Eagle, will address
“The Importance of Citisen Activism
in an Ever-Changing Media Environment”
at LWVGTA’s Annual Dinner May 20th.

Bill Thomas will discuss the state of the media in general and newspapers in
particular, focusing on the need for vigilance by organizations like the League of
Women Voters. Thomas will encourage the League and its members to continue to
provide information to the public and to maintain its role as a quasi-watchdog over
public affairs.

The League of Women Voters holds that democratic government depends upon
informed citizens who participate at all levels of government. Governmental bodies
must protect the citizen’s right to know by giving adequate notice of proposed actions,
holding open meetings and making public records accessible. An independent free
press is, indeed, essential to democracy in order to protect a citizen’s right to know.

The Traverse City Record-Eagle under Bill Thomas’s leadership has exemplified
this position of LWV by:

¢ Co-sponsoring in the fall of 2007 League of Women Voters — Grand Traverse
Area’s forum that started a statewide campaign to address the excesses in
campaign financing of Michigan Supreme Court candidates with millions of
dollars from undisclosed contributors.

* Promoting transparency in government through frequent use of the Michigan
Freedom of Information Act to expose the illegal undisclosed use of corporate
funds to finance local elections and the use of public funds by a local township
official for personal use.

¢ Insisting that local governmental elected officials be responsive to residents
by holding meetings at times that are conducive to community involvement
and at a venue where meetings could be televised.

¢ Reporting misconduct by public officials at all governmental offices levels.

» *

LWVGTA applauds Bill Thomas for his leadership and will present him
with the “Making Democracy Work” Award at our annual dinner
on May 20, 5:30 -8:00 p.m. at the Traverse City Golf and Country Club.

Cost of the dinner is $30. For more information please contact Barb Berry at
231-938-2848 or to attend the dinner please contact Jean Howard at 231-947-0505.
The meeting is open to the public at 7:00 p.m. at no cost

Remember — The League of Women Voters is where hands-on
work to safeguard democracy leads to civic improvement.

.
. The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, encourages informed and active participation

in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through

* education and advocacy. The League is financed by member dues and contributions from members and interested
- citizens. Membership in the League is open to who support the principles and purposes of the League.
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“Making Democracy Work”
Award Created

The Grand Traverse Area League
of Women Voters is establishing an
inaugural “Making Democracy Work”
Award, which will be presented
annually to a community member
who exemplifies the League mission
of active participation and leadership
that leads to civic improvement for
our community and its citizens.

As an organization dedicated to
safeguarding democracy through
education and advocacy, the League
of Women Voters is proud to celebrate
the efforts of citizens who make
democracy work and who create
positive change in the community.
The 2009 “Making Democracy Work”
Award recipient will be Bill Thomas,
the editor of the Traverse City Record

Eagle.
*

They Represent
You Update

LWVGTA opted not to enclose our
pamphlet, They Represent You with
the Voter newsletter as we have done
in the past. Grand Traverse and
Benzie Counties each have their own
version and Leelanau County
publishes an excellent pamphlet that
includes much of the same
information. All three pamphlets are
easily available at local libraries and
government offices.

*

No written law has ever been
more binding than unwritten
custom supported by popular
opinion.

*

Local Organizations Bring
Fate of Print Media

Discussion to the Public

The Northern Michigan Environmental Action Council (NMEAC),

" Traverse City Area Chamber of Commerce, and the League of Women
. Voters of the Grand Traverse Area are joining forces to bring to the
« public a discussion of the fate of the region’s print media.

The future of print media across the country is in flux, with many

© large papers reducing their print days, supplementing with web-only
. reporting, or stopping the presses altogether. Because the greater Grand
. Traverse region gains so much from having viable newspapers, this trio
+ of local groups wants to put this problem into the spotlight and

* brainstorm ways this region can hang onto its top-notch print media.

A panel of the region’s publishers and editors will gather to discuss

) ways we can retain our print media. Panelists will be Mike Casuscelli,
« publisher of the Traverse City Record-Eagle; Alan Campbell, publisher
* of the Leelanau Enterprise; and Bob Downes, chief editor of the

Northern Express weekly. Gregg Smith, former owner and publisher

. of the Antrim County News, will moderate.

The forum will take place from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Wednesday,

* June 10, 2009, at the Oleson Center on the campus of Northwestern
" Michigan College. Light refreshments will be available at 5:30 p.m. The
. public is welcome.

* *

: User-Friendly and Useful
. Local Government Websites

Trudy Galla, Leelanau County Planning Director, Sharon Vreeland,
Acme Township Manager, Anne Magoun, League member and coordinator
of state and local league’s online Voter Guides and Jim Muratzki, LIAA
Technology Director were presenters at LWV-GTA’s March membership

meeting. Discussion involved the following topics:

. Who is (or might be) involved with
. the website?

* Local government jurisdictions such
" as counties, townships, villages,

. tribes, school districts, non-profits
. are the core. Also needed is a

. champion, someone who is a

. believer and who is comfortable

- with technology and willing to

- tinker, to experiment, An

* information technology person (IT),
* whether on staff or by contract and
* a website administrator who is

. responsible for maintaining the

. Website are also needed.

« Why?
Carrie Chapman Catt *
" people informed about and involved

Websites are a way to get more

in government. Websites encourage

. civic engagement, save staff time in
. sending out, and save money in not
. having to copy and send meeting

- materials to decision-makers.

What?

' Websites are like a brochure,

' providing basic information such as
" forms, zoning information and

. master plans, meeting dates and

, materials, budgets and services

. provided.

" Why?

" People want information about

, upcoming projects, whether under
. consideration, planned, or underway
. as well as forms, maps, and pictures
+ of the jurisdiction.

" How?

. Design should serve various levels
. of familiarity with technology.

" How much?

" Costs vary depending upon who

. does the set-up but can be very

. reasonable.
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The LWV Benzie Unit is meeting at the Brookside Inn on
US 31 in Beulah every Friday at noon. All are welcome.

Plews tom Benzre

Benzie County Jail Millage:
Winding down the campaign to pass the County Jail Millage, members

attended the Jail advisory meeting this month and Carol and Fred Edmonds -

volunteered to pass out the brochures and answer voter questions on the
steps of the Frankfort Post Office. Several members wrote letters to the
editor supporting the millage.

Water Council Reports
The Benzie County Water Council members Nancy Kasperzak, Jeanne

Peters, and Suz McLaughlin came to tell us about their work toward getting

a resolution passed by local municipalities that would close the loophole
in the recently passed Great Lakes Compact and strengthen the laws
governing Great Lake water diversion. This is a critical issue for all of us
in Great Lakes States. For more information contact Nancy Kasperzak
(231) 882-0355.

FEAS Millage Vote
We hosted two speakers during the month on the topic of the

Frankfort/Elberta Area School Bond issue. Board President Teresa Mensching

and Board member Janet Gilbert presented two sides of this issue.
Great Decisions
The Great Decisions topic of “The U.S. and Rising Powers” was tackled

by Bev Toomey as she lead the discussion of the 218t century’s competition
for global power and resources...and what role the U.S. will play. And Mary -

Lee Orr guided the group through the thorny issues surrounding “Egypt,
Our Key Ally in the Middle East.”

Coming up

Mary Pitcher will be our speaker at the end of the month, she will explain *
the proposed change in funding for our State Parks by paying an additional _

810 fee when renewing your license plate.

Former LWVMI President Anne Magoun will bring news on the progress *
of the League’s Fair and Impartial Courts initiative when she come to speak *

in June.

On June 12th we will meet at 10 a.m. at the Darcy Library in Beulah to -
attend a workshop on how to access the Michigan eLibrary and Resource -

Sharing System (MelCat). This system provides access to online articles,
books, digital images, and other research information at any time via the
internet and to obtain library materials through interlibrary loans. This
service is available to all patrons in good standing at any participating
library. Our facilitator is Helen Dewey.

To access exact times, topics go to www.lwvgta.com

> 'S

Volunteers needed for an event
at the National Cherry Festival

LWVGTA has once again submitted a request to
volunteer at an event at the National Cherry Festival
July 4 — 11, 2009. Last year we raised 8375 by volunteering to run
shifts at the Bingo and Souvenir tents. This year we will try to get the
Bingo tent again as that seems to be the most fun. It is a great way to
get together for a summer event. Please contact Bev at 231-941-5240
or vebnob149@aol.com for more information on the exact date, time
and place.

 Lrom the Board

¢ Annual Dinner Meeting/Dinner,
May 20, 2009. Cost of meal
will be $30.

e Slate of Officers approved

e 2009-2009 Proposed Budget
approved.

¢ Outstanding Service Award will be
awarded to Mary Grover and Joann
Ewing and Brian Bensett of
Proprinting.

¢ Proposed by-law changes discussed
and approved.

e Approval of Barb Berry, Vina
Mikesell, Linda Shirkey, Donna
Hornberger and Jane Watts as
delegates to the LWVMI State
Convention in May.

¢ Annual retreat set for June 5, 2009
starting at 9 a.m. at Jean Howard’s
residence.

Belstone Gallery

Offering a distinctive collection
of fine arts, glass, jewelry, metal,
pottery and wood.

321 East Front Street
Traverse City = (231) 946-0610
www.belstonegallery.com

*

Stocks ¢ Bonds
Mutual Funds
Annuities ¢ CDs

IRAs « UITs
Retirement Plans
Money Market Funds

Helping you reach your
financial goals

(231) 946-4975
(866) 256-5186
125 Park St Suite 300 Cash Management
Traverse City, M1 49684 | - . Planning

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Inc
MEMBER SIPC AND NYSE
WWW.STIFEL.COM
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The Leelanau League Unit hosted Tom Nelson, Director of Farm
Programs for the Leelanau Conservancy, at the April 1st meeting. Tom
spoke about farmland in Leelanau County and why family farms should
be protected.

Key points were that family farms
1) provide growing fruit,

2) boost the tourist economy,

3) keep property taxes lower, and

4) provide scenic beauty and an improved
quality of life for all residents.

Leelanau farmers are not eligible for government funds due to the
lack of a preservation ordinance. It was repealed in 2006 after the defeat
of a proposal for a countywide mileage that year. While there are many
successful farmland preservation programs in the country, none are
totally funded by private sources. In Michigan the only current legal
vehicle for providing public funds for farmland, preservation is through
a mileage. A new Farmability Program enrolls acreage, with the support
of the County Commissioners. The Leelanau Unit is looking into creating
a position in support of preserving farmland.

The May 6th meeting will feature Kay Charter, a founder of Saving
Birds Thru Habitat. Her talk is titled "Phragmites, an Aggressive and
Dangerous Invader of the Great Lakes." Phragmites australis is the
most aggressive wetland bioinvader, overtaking not only native plants
but other alien species such as purple loosestrife and reed canary grass.
The plant has filled vast areas of wetlands in the eastern states along
the Atlantic Coast and increasingly is found in much of the Midwest
and parts of the Pacific Northwest. Phragmites australis has recently
moved into the Grand Traverse area. A coalition of organizations has
joined together to act on this problem.

The Leelanau Unit meets the first Wednesday of the month at noon
at the Leelanau County Government Center. Bring a sack lunch.
Members and non-members are welcome. A short business meeting
will follow.

*

From the Education Committee

The LWVGTA Education Committee is in the process of reviewing
the LWVMI 1999 adopted position on Public School Academies as well
as the LWVGTA education position that was last revised in 1997. In
order to make informed revisions the members of the Committee have
been attending TCAPS school board meetings, investigating equity
funding for schools, keeping up on new education requirements
mandated by the Michigan Legislature and the Michigan Department
of Education, and scheduling visits to area Public School Academies.

*

Inara Kurt, Education Committee Chair

*

No written law has ever been
more binding than unwritten
custom supported by popular
opinion.

Carrie Chapman Catt

Kathleen K. Shannon, P.C.
Attorney at Law

623 washington street
traverse city, mi 49686

Phone: (231) 946-4600
fax: (231) 929-7233
e-mail: shannon@torchlake.com

*
The Betsie Bay Inn

Coburn MacNaughton
Executive Chef
231 Main Street « PO Box 271
Frankfort, M1 49635
(231) 352-8090
www.betsiebayinn.com

*

horizon
DOOKS

Downtown Traverse City
243 E. Front St.

Traverse City, Ml 49684

(231) 946-7290 » (800)587-2147
read@horizonbooks.com
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What Do My LWV Dues Pay For?

FY2009-2010 Annual membership dues will remain at $55 per individual,
882.50 for a household. Dues include $29.20 (LWVUS), $21.00 (LWVMI)
and $4.80 (Local). Payment is due by May 31, 2009, or, as soon after
is possible.

At the national level, your dues support the following activities: -

ADVOCACY: The LWVUS lobbies Congress and the executive branch
on League positions — for all of us. We keep you informed and up to

date on the issue areas that have been designated by the national Board '

as legislative priorities.
EDUCATION: The League is recognized nationally for its ability to
make complex issues accessible to the non-expert citizen and for its

expertise as a trainer of community leaders and activists. The LWVUS/EF -

has been hard at work on a broad range of projects in the following
areas: voter education and outreach; election reforms of various types;
liberty, security and the judiciary; global democracy; and civic
engagement.

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS: The LWVUS Web site and LeaguE-Voice,
the electronic monthly e-newsletter, are also effective tools for
communicating with the public and the media.

SERVICE TO LEAGUES: Many LWVUS/EF staff are involved in providing -

ad hoc assistance and problem solving for Leagues and League members.
Each year, League staff respond to over 30,000 general emails and
telephone calls from members and leaders in need of assistance or
guidance. LWVUS staff work with you to continually update our
membership database.

CONVENTION AND COUNCIL MEETINGS: Convention is the time
for members to make changes to the LWVUS bylaws, debate and vote
on the biennial program, elect members of the LWVUS Board of Directors,
and adopt the LWVUS budget

At the state level, your dues have supported the following
activities:

o 215t Century Voter: Michigan Voter Power conference in Dearborn - .
. Save Your Oleson Receipts

Statewide coalition on “Making Democracy Work” (in the works)

Forums in four cities on Threats to Fair & Impartial Courts

Sponsorship of VP debates on public television (WCMU)

Public Advocacy for Voter Protection project — campaign to help

DHS offices promote voter registration of their clients

Biennial convention with workshops, presentations, and

accomplished speakers

Advocacy on state and national issues

* Voter Guide for all statewide offices

* Online Voter Guide and links from local Voter Guides for all
Michigan voters

e Cooley Law School symposium on fair and impartial courts

Support for three member-at-large units (state units) to help

re-establish a League presence in their communities

Defray expenses of LWV board member travel and phone use

Strategic planning process to make LWV presence more effective

Coordination of recent studies and consensus process on prisons,
local government

Your dues also pay for state officers to appear on TV programs to talk -

about the need for citizens to inform themselves about candidates, to

promote LWV voter guides, to testify to a legislative committee on the *

need for laws governing election-related “robo-calls”, to produce the
Michigan VOTER four times a year, to monitor government actions
(legislative, executive, judicial) and to produce a statewide voter guide.
Dues also support an office manager who responds to questions about

voting, how to find a legislator, Michigan laws and is available to assist .

local Leagues through the year.

Hosting of Mary Wilson, LWVUS President, on her visit to Michigan
Coordination of legislative interviews w/ legislators across the state .

Trains & i
Things qub|e§
(231) 947-1353

fax: (231) 947-1411
orders: (800) 659-2021

www.tctrains.com
e-mail: info@tctrains.com

210 East Front Street, Traverse City, Michigan 49684
trains - planes « ships « armor * cars * dollhouses * more

*

Hansen Foods of Suttons Bay
The "Good Cook'‘s" Store

Ronald “GUS” O’Brien

91 Fourth Street - PO Box 306
Suttons Bay, Ml 49682

(231) 271-4280

(231) 271-4643 fax

e-mail: hansenfoods@centurytel.net

*
Easy Fund Raising

A reminder to LWV-GTA members

. and their families and friends to save and
= collect receipts from Oleson grocery

* stores. The Community Shared Points

. program from Olesons will donate to non-
* profit organizations 1% of the total

" receipts! Save and turn in your receipts
= to: Jan Warren

606 W. Tenth Street
Traverse City, MI 49684

*

L)
)

The
Frankfort fe
Bookstore &

(231) 352-9720
330 Main Street
Frankfort, Ml 49635
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Meetings The Benzie Friday lunchtime gatherings have moved to
and the Brookside Inn on US 31 in Beulah.

Location
Updates

The Leelanau group will meet at noon on the first Wednesday of the month at the
new County Office Building in the public meeting room on the ground floor.
Members are urged to bring a lunch.

?J/{“\lf}\’/l}/l? - 17,2009 Wedl\;l]?day 11\1/{’?7‘\,7-2(%‘13 (J)X(zlgnual Dinner
State Convention y 5:30 to 8:00 p.m.

in Lansing 20th

5009 At the Traverse City Golf and

Country Club in Traverse City.
Details will be announced in the
May newsletter.




