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The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, encourages the informed and active participation of citizens in government, works to increase
understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy. The League is financed by member dues and contributions
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Partisan - Never

Political - You Bet!

LWVGTA website:
www.lwvgta.org

LWVMI website
www.lwvmi.org

LWVUS website
www.lwv.org

Remember – The League of Women Voters is where hands-
on work to safeguard democracy leads to civic improvement.

The League of Women
Voters Grand Traverse

Area congratulates TADL
for 10 years of great

service to area residents!

. . . . So ten years later the Library is hosting another party! This one will be on
Saturday, April 18th, during National Library Week from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at
the Library at 610 Woodmere in Traverse City. The day-long festivities will include
music, performers, prizes and refreshments.

At 11:00 a.m. magician Jason Hudy will perform in the Meeting Room. Don’t miss
his amazing act - - he recently appeared on the Late, Late Show. Twister Joe, the
balloon man, will be giving away his awesome balloon creations throughout the day.

Live musical performances will take place in the Library Atrium and there will be
crafts for kids in the children’s Story Room from noon to 3:00 p.m.

The League of Women Voters Grand Traverse Area was deeply involved in promoting
the creation of the district library. In the early ‘90s, when the Traverse City Library
was still struggling with an inadequate century-old Carnegie Building, the LWVGTA
Library Study Committee attended Trustee Board Meetings, studied public library
issues to become informed, then began to educate the community to the challenge.
Once a position statement was formed the status of the committee changed from
“study” to “action.” Members interviewed Board members and invited community
leaders to “soup suppers” in members’ homes. Citizens for Libraries grew out of a
public meeting sponsored by the committee. Librarians and others from the committee
volunteered to staff the Public Library for two days so that the employees could visit
public libraries downstate to develop a new vision of what a library could be. All these
efforts culminated in passage of a county-wide millage to build a new library which
overlooks beautiful Boardman Lake. In the process, the Traverse City Library developed
from a “city” library to a “district” library encompassing the Grand Traverse County.
 In the four months following the opening of the library, patronage exceeded all
expectations with the issuance of 7,100 library cards, a daily average of 1,500 visitors
and a 30% increase in circulation. The library remains a busy center of activities. 

The circulation of materials remains very high, close to a million per year.  The
community room is in constant use and the computer lab full from morning to night.

Traverse Area District Library
Celebrates Its 10th Anniversary!

The Traverse Area District Library is celebrating
its tenth year in the Woodmere building. (How time
flies!) The Library opened its doors in the new facility
in January 1999 with a Black Tie Gala fundraiser.
There were 1,200 people in attendance on that
blizzardy Saturday evening. The next day, an equally
blizzardy Sunday afternoon, it was estimated that
6,000 people stopped in to check out the long awaited
facilityduring the Open House party.
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Benzie County Water Council 
Circulates a “Water Resolution”

In response to the Michigan Supreme Court’s ruling on ground water
withdrawal in Mecosta County and the recent passage of the Great Lake
Compact by Congress, which left loopholes in regard to water diversion,
an organization was formed to strengthen the laws governing Great
Lakes water diversion.

This organization is called The Benzie County Water Council. It is
circulating a “Water Resolution” which it plans to bring to the attention
of each governmental unit in Benzie County. At a regularly scheduled
meeting a local resident will ask their governing board to vote in support
of the resolution. The Benzie County Board of Commissioners voted
favorably on the resolution on May 20, 2008.

 A member of the Benzie County Water Council will accompany those
who are willing to make the presentation to their local municipality’s
governing board.

 If you are interested in participating in this awareness effort 
please contact:

Nancy Kasperzak  (231) 882-0355  or 
Jean Peters (248) 620-6140

Resolution 2008-012

BENZIE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

Water Resolution

RESOLVE, that Benzie County hereby declares to Michigan, the
elected leaders of the Great Lakes States and Provinces of Canada,
and the nations of the world that the Earth’s water supply has
been, is now, and is forever a global commons held in trust and
to be protected and nurtured by all peoples and governments of
every level.  We further declare that a moratorium be imposed
whereby fresh water cannot be diverted from the watersheds and
communities that it serves, and that water cannot be diverted
and sold in containers, including bottles, of any size unless
authorized and consented to by the people through their elected
representatives for a clear and compelling public and humanitarian
purpose, and that water should not be diverted without thorough
scientific studies that demonstrate no measurable diminishment
of flow or levels of lakes and streams, no impairment to their
sustainability and the environment, and without detrimental
economic and social consequences to communities, businesses,
and citizens who use and rely on the water in the watershed for
everyday livelihood and quality of life.

New Book by Dave Dempsey
Highlights Economic Threats
to the Great Lakes

Great Lakes for Sale: From
Whitecaps to Bottlecaps 
by Dave Dempsey highlights how
economic pressures have been brought
to bear on the waters of the Great
Lakes. The book is a must for anyone
interested in saving the Great Lakes,
a giant freshwater system that contains
about 20 percent of the world’s fresh
surface water. It poses and answers
important questions about the export
and diversion of Great Lakes water.
Check it out!

Dempsy, Dave. Great Lakes for Sale:
from Whitecaps to Bottlecaps. The
University of Michigan Press, ©2008.

Athena Award to be
Presented May 6, 2009

The ATHENA Award is presented
annually to an individual who has
achieved excellence in their occupation,
has endeavored to serve their
community, and demonstrates a
continued desire to create and foster
leadership opportunities for women. All
women and men from the five county
Grand Traverse area are eligible to be
nominated.

The first Grand Traverse ATHENA
award was presented in 1995 at a small
luncheon. In its 15th year, the program
has grown into a grand dinner event at
the Hagerty Center with a well known
speaker. Gentleman Dan Mulhern will
be the speaker at this year’s event.
Mulhern will be the first man to be the
keynote speaker. He will speak on
leadership, mentoring and community
service. League members Jan Warren
won the award in 2004 and Marcia
Bellinger won it in 2008.

For more information you may go to
the website: athenagrandtravers.com



Helping you reach your
financial goals

(231) 946-4975
(866) 256-5186

125 Park St Suite 300
Traverse City, MI 49684

Stocks • Bonds
Mutual Funds
Annuities • CDs
IRAs • UITs
Retirement Plans
Money Market Funds
Cash Management
Financial Planning

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Inc
MEMBER SIPC AND NYSE

WWW.STIFEL.COM

News from Benzie

Belstone Gallery
Offering a distinctive collection
of fine arts, glass, jewelry, metal,

pottery and wood.

321 East Front Street
Traverse City • (231) 946-0610

www.belstonegallery.com

From the Board
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A Visit to the County Jail
Following the February LWVGTA  Board vote to support the Benzie County

Jail Millage, the Benzie Unit arranged to go on a tour of the county jail with
Sheriff Heckman and some of his staff.  Going to Jail was a “first time”
experience for most of us! We walked through the process as a new inmate
might by entering the facility through the garage,  then to the booking room
where photos and finger prints are taken plus a comprehensive interview
is done to assess mental and medical needs of the inmate.

Among other sites that we saw were a two-man cell, the kitchen, the
medical room, the laundry, the library and the dispatch center. The jail is
clean, well lit, and highly supervised by staff with the help of cameras.
Surprises ran along the line of having to sleep with the lights on, not being
able to keep any of your own belongings other than eye glasses, dentures
and hearing aids and having the use of a library with paperback books, a
few magazines and two computers. We learned that National Geographics
are big favorites. The restaurant-like commercial  kitchen prepares meals
that are also served to the staff and some are transported  thirty – five miles
south to the Manistee County jail.

Since the care and housing of prisoners is a mandated function of the
county, it is clear that the .900 millage request on May 5th is an important
vote for county residents. Without this revenue the Board of Commissioners
will be faced with making some deep cuts into other county services.
Speaker from the Airport Authority

The chairman of the Airport Authority, Bruce Harwood, came to give an
update on the often contentious deliberations of that body. He skillfully
outlined the past history to bring us up to date on recent transactions in
their dealings with the Federal Aviation Administration and the Michigan
Department of Transportation. A comprehensive survey was recently
conducted yielding results that indicate that the current runway length is
appropriate for the Dow Memorial Airport in Frankfort.
Lunch/Meeting at the Tribal Outpost

An interesting conversation with Tribal Chairman Derek Bailey was held
last month at the Tribal Outpost on Hoadley Road. The attractive facility
is fairly new and reflects the natural environment with high wooden ceilings
over a large meeting room, with a kitchen and classrooms nearby.  The
chairman fielded a wide range of questions about the activities and goals
of the tribe.
The Economic Down-Turn  and Its Impact on Local Residents.

Doug Cook, President of West Michigan Bank and Trust was invited to
shed some light on how Benzie County residents are fairing in the midst of
the economic downturn.
Coming Up Soon:  School Millage Vote, Water Issues, and Great Decisions

In the coming month we will be turning our attention to the Frankfort
Elberta School millage request with talks from Board President Teresa
Mensching and Trustee Janet Gilbert.
On Water Issues:

We are looking forward to hearing  from Nancy Kasperzak who will present
her initiative, The Benzie Water Council and Mary Lee Orr who will share
the highlights of the Lake Michigan League’s recent meeting that she attended
in Chicago.

Also on the schedule are two interesting “Great Decision”  topics:
April 17 The U.S. and Rising Powers  (Bev Toomey)
May 8 Egypt:  Key Ally in the Middle East  (Mary Lee Orr)

From the Board, March 11, 2009
• Update on March Membership

Meeting: “Examining Local 
Government Websites.

• Legislative Interviews:  Interviews 
with Dan Scripps and Wayne 
Schmidt are completed. Jason Allen
interview scheduled.

• Outstanding Service Award to be 
presented at Annual Dinner in May.
(See insert)

• Proposed Slate of Officers presented.
• 2009-2010 proposed budget 

presented.
• 2009 LWVMI State Convention – 

requests for delegates. Vina Mikesell
and Linda Shirkey from Leelanau 
Unit, Barb Berry and Donna 
Hornberger have so far expressed 
interest in going. LWVGTA can send
8 delegates. Please let Barb Berry 
know if you want to be a delegate.
Deadline for registration is April 15th

• “They Represent You” is being 
distributed in Grand Traverse and 
Benzie Counties.

NOTE New location:
The LWV Benzie Unit is meeting at the
Brookside Inn on US 31 in Beulah every
Friday at noon.  All are welcome.



News from Leelanau
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Downtown Traverse City
243 E. Front St.

Traverse City, MI 49684
(231) 946-7290 • (800)587-2147

read@horizonbooks.com

horizon
books

The Betsie Bay Inn

Coburn MacNaughton
Executive Chef

231 Main Street • PO Box 271
Frankfort, MI  49635

(231) 352-8090
www.betsiebayinn.com

Kathleen K. Shannon, P.C.
Attorney at Law

623 washington street
traverse city, mi  49686

Phone: (231) 946-4600
fax: (231) 929-7233

e-mail: shannon@torchlake.com

Mary Tonneberger, County Board Chair and League member,
spoke at the March 4th meeting of the Leelanau Unit. The large
audience learned about tax revenues and the percentage of monies
distributed for services provided by the county. Mary cited the
accomplishments of 2008 and the goals for 2009. Many questions
were answered by Mary and Commissioner Lautner, who attended.

At the business meeting which followed, members voted to study
energy issues in the fall, with the purpose of taking a position. It
was also decided not to meet in July and August.

The April 1st meeting will feature Tom Nelson, Director of Farm
Programs for the Conservancy. He will update the group on farmland
preservation.

Welcome to our newest member, Patty DeYoung.

Six-year Drive Pays Off for New Kingsley Library

 The new Kingsley Public Library opened its doors February 10,
2009. Volunteers spent week before moving in furniture and loading
shelves with books. It is just this kind of community spirit which
spearheaded the building effort in 2002. Gay Travis, who credits the
success of the project to raising funds without a millage increase,
says the whole community stepped up to contribute. According to a
Record Eagle article written by Lisa Perkins February 8, 2009, Travis
said "Kingsley residents were supportive of a new library but did not
want taxes raised to pay for it."

Fundraising efforts, including penny drives, concerts and plant
sales, along with the donation of land by the Village of Kingsley, gave
area residents just what they wanted. Instead of the outdated bank
building -- complete with vault -- that has served as the library since
1939, a 6,100-square-foot library and community room shares space
with the Kingsley Village offices on the former Department of Public
Works site.

Mary Fraquelli has served as librarian for 12 years. With space for
a 50 percent increase in books on the shelf and room for activities,
Fraquelli is full of ideas she wants to pursue in her new surroundings.
“If I could do back flips without killing myself, I would. That is how
excited we are to be here,” Fraquelli said.

Betty Debnam’s Mini Page 
featured the League of Women Voters

The Record Eagle’s Mini Page featured the League of Women Voters
including bits about the history, the issues the League deals with
today, League-sponsored debates and related activities. For reprints
see: www.amuniversal/ups/features/mini_page/findindexhtml

No written law has ever been
more binding than unwritten
custom supported by popular
opinion.

Carrie Chapman Catt



The
Frankfort
Bookstore

(231) 352-9720
330 Main Street

Frankfort, MI 49635

April, 2009 • The League of Women Voters – Grand Traverse Area   •  Page 5

Hansen Foods of Suttons Bay
The ''Good Cook‘s'' Store

Ronald “GUS” O’Brien

91 Fourth Street • PO Box 306
Suttons Bay, MI 49682
(231) 271-4280
(231) 271-4643 fax
e-mail: hansenfoods@centurytel.net

Save Your Oleson Receipts
A reminder to LWV-GTA members

and their families and friends to save and
collect receipts from Oleson grocery
stores. The Community Shared Points
program from Olesons will donate to non-
profit organizations 1% of the total
receipts! Save and turn in your receipts!

Easy Fund Raising

Outstanding Service Award to be Presented at LWVGTA’s
Annual Dinner

Nominations for the Outstanding Service Award will be reviewed at
the April 8th Board of Directors meeting.  If you would like to nominate
someone please fill out the insert and mail to us at the address on the
form or send via email to Barb Berry at barbberry2@charter.net.

From Mary Lee Orr: Add your voice, either by phone or 
e-mail  to your legislators, joining  those who participated in
Great Lakes Lobby Day on February 23-24 in Washington,
D.C in support of the following requests:
1. A $475 BILLION GREAT LAKES RESTORATION PROGRAM FOR
FISCAL YEAR 2010
Background info:  Global warming is shrinking Great Lakes ice.
Environmental advocate, Jennifer Nalbone, a spokeswoman for “Great
Lakes United,” has said that Great Lakes winter ice has diminished
1.3% annually since the 1970s, a decrease of more than a third over
the years. Warming trends feed into a negative cycle that includes
evaporation and shallower waters, a situation that if continued may
seriously threaten the shipping industry with decreased water levels in
future years. Lobbyists should suggest cooperation with other regions
(equally in need of restoration such as post-Katrina-Louisiana and the
Everglades) and promote global warming cap-and-invest legislation
envisioned by President Obama as a source of funding for restoration
projects.
2. THE CLEAN WATER RESTORATION ACT WHICH RESTORES
HISTORICAL PROTECTION OF ALL WATERS 
Background info:  In 2006, the Supreme Court ruled that “The Clean
Water Act” would  apply exclusively to navigable waters.  This confusing
ruling has weakened past protection for the nation’s wetlands and inland
streams.  This request is for a re-instatement of waters protected under
the “Clean Water Act” prior to the 2006 Supreme Court decision.
3. FUNDING BE SET ASIDE UNDER THE CLEAN WATER STATE
REVOLVING FUND TO SUPPORT GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
PROJECTS
Backgound info: Although $ 4 billion is already a provision in the present
stimulus package, the demand shown in the number of “shovel ready”
projects demonstrates the pent-up need for additional funding in this
area.
4. HR669, A NEWLY INTRODUCED PIECE OF LEGISLATION, TITLED
NON-NATIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE INVASIVE PREVENTION ACT -
which creates a list of approved pathogen-free species- NEEDS
ADDITIONAL CO-SPONSORS
Background info:  Alien invasive species (Zebra and Quagga Mussels)
are consuming phytoplankton, natural food of game fish in Lake Michigan,
causing abnormally clear water which not only deprives native fish, but
also allows excessive sunlight to penetrate to greater than normal
depths, promoting growth of attached algae, notably Cladophora, an
unsightly and odoriferous species of plant. A kind of botulism that
thrives on this algae is ingested by the Round Goby, an invasive, that
is in turn devoured by native birds, seagulls, etc. Additionally, to date
there is no reliable safeguard to prevent the notorious Asian Carp from
entering Lake Michigan through the Chicago Sanitary Canal.



Meetings
and

Location
Updates

Please NOTE  New Benzie Unit location:
The LWV Benzie Unit is meeting at the Brookside Inn on US 31 in Beulah every
Friday at noon.  All are welcome.

The Leelanau group will meet at noon on the first Wednesday of the month at the 
new County Office Building in the public meeting room on the ground floor. 

Wednesday
May

15 – 18
2009

Wednesday
May
20th
2009

Wednesday
April
8th

2009

April 8, 2009
Noon
LWV-GTA Board Meeting at the
Traverse City Convention and
Visitor’s Bureau.

May 15 – 18, 2009
LWVMI
State Convention
in Lansing

May 20, 2009
LWV-GTA Annual Dinner
5:30 to 8:00 p.m.
At the Traverse City Golf and
Country Club in Traverse City.
Details will be announced in the
May newsletter.


