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Fal

Forums ik

Monday, October 20, 2008
7:00 to 8:30 p.m

Traverse Area District Library
610 Woodmere, Traverse City

Informational Forum on the proposed
constitutional amendment to the Michigan
Constitution to permit with certain limitations
stem cell research in Michigan. Speakers will
represent the pros and cons of this ballot issue.

: Wednesday, October 22, 2008

7:00 to 8:30 p.m
Traverse Area District Library
610 Woodmere, Traverse City

Candidate Forum for 104th District State House
Representative Grand Traverse County
Commissioners, Districts 1 and 2.

« Thursday, October 23, 2008
= 7:00 to 8:30 p.m in the Board Room
Traverse City Area Public Schools
* Administration Building

412 Webster St., Traverse City

Candidate Forum for U.S. 4th District between:
Dave Camp, Republican

Andrew Concannon, Democrat

John Emerick, U.S. Taxpayers Party

Allitta Hren, Libertarian Party

Tuesday, October 28, 2008
7:00 to 8:30 p.m

Traverse Area District Library
610 Woodmere, Traverse City

Candidate Forum
Grand Traverse County Commissioners
Districts 5, 7, 8 and 9.

Thursday, October 16, 2008
7:00 to 8:30 p.m Benzie County
Central High School Auditorium,
9300 Homestead Rd., Benzonia

Candidate Forum for the
101st District of the
State House of Representatives

Tuesday, October 21, 2008
7:00 to 8:30 p.m
Frankfort Elementary School

Candidate Forum for Benzie County Commission
(City of Frankfort and Gilmore, Blaine, Joyfield,
Weldon, Benzonia Twps.)

* Thursday, October 23, 2008

7:00 to 8:30 p.m
Homestead Township Hall
Honor

Candidate Forum for Benzie County Commission
(Almira, Homestead, Lake, Crystal Lake
and Platte Twps.)

Candidate Forum for State Representative,
101st District and Leelanau County Commission
candidates, Districts 2, 3, 6 and 7.

Wednesday, October 29, 2008
7:00 to 9:00 p.m
Leelanau Township Fire Hall

= Northport

Candidate Forum for
Leelanau Township Trustees and
Township Supervisor

The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, encourages the informed and active participation
of citizens in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy
through education and advocacy. The League is financed by member dues and contributions from members and interested
citizens. Membership in the League is open to all citizens of voting age. Printed on recycled paper with soy ink.
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Voter’s guides to
come out soon!

Anne Magoun, Mary Grover,
Pat Laarman and Vina Mikesell met
mid-September to publish an on-line
voter guide for local elections.
Questionnaires are being sent to all
candidates for contested county offices
as well as judgeships. This is a
tremendous effort and LWVGTA gives
a BIG THANK YOU to Magoun and to
Mary Beeker who is our webmaster.

In addition Jane Watts has
requested over 2,000 printed voter
guides from the State League which she
will be distributing to local area libraries,
schools and governmental centers.
Another BIG THANK YOU.

Belstone Gallery

Offering a distinctive collection
of fine arts, glass, jewelry, metal,
pottery and wood.

321 East Front Street
Traverse City = (231) 946-0610
www.belstonegallery.com

*

The
Frankfort
Bookstore

(231) 352-9720
330 Main Street
Frankfort, Ml 49635

*

The League of
Women\oters
is where hands-on
work to safeguard

democracy leads to -
civic improvement. °

Clerks Address Election Year Issues
and Concerns at Membership Meeting

Linda Coburn, Grand Traverse County Clerk, and Debbra Curtiss,
Traverse City Clerk, answered questions from members of the
Grand Traverse area about voter registration, absentee voting, and
other election related issues at the “Hot Topic” potluck meeting
September 23, 2008 at the Traverse Area District Library. Coburn
brought several ballots that demonstrated the complexity of developing
ballots and voter lists for all the precincts in the county. There are
four different ballot styles. In Acme township, for example, there are
two precincts — one for residents in the Traverse City school district
which runs its school board election in November and another for
Elk Rapids which schedules its school election at another time in
the year. Coburn supervises the training of 350 inspectors or poll
workers throughout the county. Coburn’s office is an elected position
whereas Curtiss’s is appointed.

The League of Women Voters has been very involved with voter
registration at the State Theater so there were many questions
concerning the process. LWVGTA members had observed there was
some confusion about the two signature lines. Actually the need for
two signatures is outdated so if only one signature is on the application,
that is ok. Another question concerned the requirement that first
time voters whose ballots are mailed in appear in person the first
time they vote. Students who go away to school do not need to come
back to town to vote, but must re-register in person at the clerk’s
office or Secretary of State’s office and their registration address
should match their driver’s license. It was felt that this requirement
should be changed to allow students to register at any Secretary of
State’s office but the legislature has so far failed to address this issue.
There are exceptions to this requirement for individuals over 60 or
who are disabled.

Asked what the LWVGTA can do, both clerks emphasized the
need for voters to become informed about the candidates and issues
before they go to vote. The ballots are very lengthy and the lines
are expected to be long at the polling places on November 4th.

The following are suggestions:

* Go to the state website www.michigan.gov/sos and visit the
Michigan Voter Information Center. You can find out if
you are registered and obtain a sample ballot.

Visit League websites for information about voting:
www.lwvgta.org,
www.lwvmi.org, or
http://lwvpublius.org

Attend the many forums that our LWVGTA is
planning to hold in the region.

* Pick up printed voter guides at area libraries, high
schools and government centers or view them
on-line at the above websites.

Debbra Curtiss ended the meeting with a demonstration of the
Automark voting machine which allows voters with disabilities to
vote independently. It was amazing! Voters who are blind can listen
to instructions via a headset and press buttons with Braille to complete
their ballots. Though designed for the handicapped, the machine
may be used by anyone. These machines are located at every precinct

and paid for by federal funds.

*
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News From Benzie

The Benzie Unit will be co-sponsoring three Candidate Forums with -

the Benzie County Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber's interest
in informing voters and their assistance with expenses and publicity

will benefit all Benzie citizens. They have agreed to let the 400 names .
on their email list know about the website for the Benzie Online Voter -

Guide when it is released in mid-October.

In addition members have been diligently composing questions for -

the upcoming forums for County Commission and State House. This
time we are sending the candidates a dozen question in advance with

the expectation that they will do some research and be able to give in-

depth answers.

The first guest speaker of this season was Dawn Olney, Benzie County

Clerk. Members posed serious questions about the voting process,
eligibility, absentee ballots, rules governing the polling place, the role
of poll challengers and many other topics.

Great Decisions discussions have been postponed until after the
election.

Plans are underway to show the film Iron Jawed Angels at the library -

and high schools. More on that next time.

*

News from Leelanau

Steve Smiley, of Heron Wind Manufacturing and owner of Bay
Energy Services will speak on “The Politics and Possibilities of
Renewable Energy” Wednesday, October 1st at the monthly meeting
of the Leelanau Unit of the League of Women Voters Grand Traverse
Area. The presentation begins at noon.

*

Smiley’s 25 years of experience in economic and environmental
projects in Michigan and Alaska are relevant to our energy concerns
today. His Leelanau County home of 2400 square feet is a showcase
for renewable energy with a windmill, solar hot water, and solar, electric
and wood heating systems.

Monday, October 20th, the Leelanau Unit will hold a Candidate
Forum for the 101st State House District Representative and Leelanau
County Commission Districts 2, 3, 6, and 7 from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m.
at the Suttons Bay High School Auditorium. The Honorable Thomas
G. Power, Chief Judge of the 13th Circuit Court of the State of Michigan,
is the moderator

Wednesday, October 29, the Leelanau Unit will hold a Candidate
Forum for Leelanau Township Trustees and Supervisor from 7:00 to
9:00 p.m. in the Leelanau Township Fire Hall on Eighth Street in
Northport.

The Leelanau Unit is also busy planning for a showing of

Iron Jawed Angels at the Bay Theater in Suttons Bay on Sunday,
November 2, 2008 at 2:00 p.m. followed by a discussion at a reception
to be held near the theater. Contact Phyllis Dozier, 231-271-6585 or
pdozier6585@charter.net for more information or to volunteer. If you
missed the showing August 18th at the State Theatre in Traverse City
please take time to attend this event. It is a powerful film about what
it took to win women the right to vote!

From the Board
September 10, 2008

e Need to appoint a nominating
committee for offices up for
election in May 2009

e Follow up activities for
Iron Jawed Angels

® Voter Registration at the
State Theatre

e Holiday Open House —
Bev Newson will be chair.
Ingrid Brophy will do invitations
and Linda Crandall will be
responsible for the food.

e MISC Update — Anne Magoun
spearheaded what is now a
statewide effort to change the
way Michigan Supreme Court
campaigns are financed. The
organization has a new name —
Michigan Impartial Court
Coalition.

e Nonpartisan Policy is revised.

The Betsie Bay Inn

Coburn MacNaughton
Executive Chef
231 Main Street « PO Box 271
Frankfort, M1l 49635
(231) 352-8090

*

ELECTION INFORMATION
YOU NEED

*

Professional Printing
and Egraphics
Joann Ewing 947-6307
proprinting@charter.net
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LWVGTA Continues Its Support of Up North 2 LWVGTA Will Answer
A LWVGTA has long used tctv2 as its source Phones for Interlochen
c v r) for broadcasts of forums and meetings. Public Radio Fundraiser
L Many of the voters in the Grand Traverse

Area are retired or have work schedules that conflict with our established -
* Fundraiser on October 30, 2008. This

* was a real fun event last year and created
_ great exposure for the League.

forum times and thus depend upon the broadcast of these forums to
form the basis of their voting either in person or by absentee ballot.

Public Access Television exists to help members of the community
gain access to the cable television, and to use it as an effective tool for

a democratic society and “Public Access” provides ordinary citizens
with the ability to exercise that right.

Public access channels encourage community residents to be more -

active participants in government and educational meetings by programs

of the speaker’s soap box. tctv2 has now become the Northwest Michigan
Community Media Center, housed at (Land Information Access

LWV-GTA President, was interviewed for a segment to explain the

importance of public access to League activities. LWVGTA will continue *
to ask for broadcasts of its candidate and informational forums over the .

channel.

DVDs of League programs can by obtained by contacting Joe Carter -

(929-3696) at the LIAA. The cost is $15 for each DVD. Joe can take

your order over the phone and he'll call you when it's ready to be picked

up at the LIAA office, 322 Munson Avenue in Traverse City.

*

Health Care Community Roundtable

John Freeman, State Director of Health Care for America Now

*

(HCAN), will make a presentation at a Health Care Community Roundtable -

on Friday October 24, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation off Center Road, Traverse City. This will be followed by

questions and answers. Brief comments from our state and federal elected -

officials and candidates are welcomed.

It’s time for an American solution that will guarantee our families’

health and a healthy economy. The first order of business for the new '
President and Congress in 2009 should be to pass health care legislation .
that guarantees quality, affordable health care for all. We must act now. -
The longer we wait to fix our broken health care system, the harder it *

will be for us to get the health care we need.

Goals of the program are: educate people about the health care crisis, |

organize people to support political leaders to move legislation and
generate media coverage to support our reform principles.

Light delicious refreshments will be provided during the informal
discussion after presentations. Contact: Emmy Lou Cholak 943-7999,
sjatc@charter.net.

Bev Newson is once again seeking
volunteers to answer the phones for IPR’s

« There are four shifts with a need for six
= volunteers each shift. Shifts are:

communication and community building. Freedom of speech is vital to *

., LWVGTA needs © 2 &

. 6 volunteersfor 9 — 12 p.m.

) \ —) each shift. 2-3pm.
3-6pm.

. Please contact:
to reach particular segments of the community that might not be served -

by major outlets. Public access channels are often the video equivalent * Thiq is a great opportunity to get to

- know each other and contribute to an
- organization that has been extremely

Association) offering expanded access, services and content. Barb Berry, | supportive of our League activities

Bev Newson, 231-941-5240.

Kathleen K. Shannon, P.C.
Attorney at Law

623 washington street
traverse city, mi 49686

Phone: (231) 946-4600
fax: (231) 929-7233
e-mail: shannon@torchlake.com

*

Helping you reach your
financial goals

(231) 946-4975
(866) 256-5186
125 Park St Suite 300 Cash Management
Traverse City, MI 49684 | - Planning

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Inc
MEMBER SIPC AND NYSE
WWW.STIFEL.COM

*
Downtown Traverse City
243 E. Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49684
(231) 946-7290 » (800)587-2147
read@horizonbooks.com

Stocks ¢ Bonds
Mutual Funds
Annuities ¢ CDs

IRAs « UITs
Retirement Plans
Money Market Funds
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Carol Atkins of Manistee to be Inducted into
Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame

Carol Atkins of Manistee wrote In Their Own Words, a play
introducing several strong American women (E. C. Stanton, S. B. Anthony,

theatre students and staff and co-sponsorship from AAUW. Atkins was
recently interviewed on Interlochen Public Radio about her activities.

When Carol Atkins was a student at U of M in the 1940s she was
told she couldn't study international business... because, silly - you're
a girl! Instead she stayed stateside, became a journalist, author,
playwright, and an active member of the National Organization for

will be inducted into the Michigan Women's Hall of Fame. Atkins has

been an author, poet, and playwright who has advanced feminist themes " Betty Maynard and Ethel Wills have also

» renewed.

and theories since the 1960s.

*

Candidate Forums Slated for October
hosted by other organizations

Congratusertions!

*

On October 6, 2008 at 7 p.m., the non-profit Center for Michigan
will host a forum for 101st District candidates Dan Scripps and Ray

Franz plus 104th District candidates Wayne Schmidt and Roman Grucz -

in the Dendrinos Chapel at Interlochen Center for the Arts.

Candidates will be asked about strategies for Michigan to achieve
a globally competitive workforce, a diversified economy, and effective
and accountable government.

Traverse City and four other area chambers of commerce plan a
forum for October 15 that will focus on business concerns, taxes,

government regulation, tourism, agriculture and other economic topics
in the region. Along with the 101st and 104th District hopefuls, candidate *
Connie Saltonstall and Rep. Kevin Elsenheimer from the 105th District

are also invited.

The Chamber Forum will be held at the Oleson Center on the campus

of Northwestern Michigan College, starting with a reception at 6 p.m.
followed by the forum at 7 p.m. Both events are free and open to the
public.

*

*
Oleson Receipts Appreciated
A reminder to LWV-GTA members to collect receipts from Oleson
grocery stores. Olesons has a policy of reimbursing non-profit
organizations 1% of total receipts

: Welcome
: New Members
: to LWVGTA!

S. Truth, E. Rose, 1. B. Wells, A. H. Shaw). The Women’s History Project .
of Northwest Michigan produced this play in 2007, with help from NMC *

Barbara Abbott, Katy Bean-Larson,
Kay Charter, Phyllis Dozier, Mary

. Greenway, Suzanne L. Hoff, Lou Ristine,
= Sarah Straus, Robbin Stott, Mary Valpey,
" Barbara von Voightlander, Kay Walker,
. John Zachman, Sharlene Kruger have

* all joined our League since June!

Arthalu Lancaster, Jeanne Peters,

Women since its earliest days. Today the Manistee woman's granddaughter Mary Tonneberger have changed from

is in business, working overseas. Next month - at age 85 - Carol Atkins -
. members.

Nationally Recruited to become local

And, after a hiatus of several years,

Wow! Nineteen in all! We are glad

. to have you with us and look forward to
* your involvement in our many activities.

Get Your Wreath Orders In!
See Insert for Information.

Hansen Foods of Suttons Bay
The "Good Cook's" Store

Ronald “GUS” O’Brien

91 Fourth Street - PO Box 306
Suttons Bay, MI 49682

(231) 271-4280

(231) 271-4643 fax

e-mail: hansenfoods@centurytel.net

*

Trains & i
Things Hombblews
(231) 947-1353

fax: (231) 947-1411
orders: (800) 659-2021

www.tctrains.com
e-mail: info@tctrains.com

210 East Front Street, Traverse City, Michigan 49684
trains - planes « ships « armor « cars * dollhouses * more
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The League of VWomen Voters is where
hands-on work to safeguard democracy
leads to civic improvement.
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K Mark your calendar

The Benzie Friday lunchtime gatherings will be in the library of the 1st Congregational Church on
Barber Street in Benzonia. Please plan to bring a sack lunch. Coffee will be available.

The Leelanau group will meet at noon on the first Wednesday of the month at the new County Office
Building in the public meeting room on the ground floor. Members are urged to bring a lunch.

October 8, 2008. Noon. LWV-GTA Board Meeting at the Traverse City Convention and Visitor’s Bureau.
October 6, 2008. Last day to register to vote.

October 16 — 29, 2008. Candidate Forums in Grand Traverse, Benzie and Leelanau Counties.
See front page of voter for details.

November 4, 2008. General Election.
November 17, 2008. Final date for wreath orders to be accepted. (See insert)
November 22, 2008. Pick up wreaths.

December 6, 2008. Holiday Open House
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