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 Serving Antrim, Benzie, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska and Leelanau Counties

Partisan - Never

Political - You Bet!

The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, encourages the informed and 
active participation of citizens in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy 
issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy. The League is financed by 
member dues and contributions from members and interested citizens. Membership in the League 
is open to all citizens of voting age.  Printed on recycled paper with soy ink.

Iron Jawed Angels
a Huge Success at the State Theater

LWVGTA website:
www.lwvgta.org

LWVMI website
www.lwvmi.org

LWVUS website
www.lwv.org

		  On August 18, 1920, Harry Burn stood as the lone deciding vote in the 
Tennessee Legislature and voted ÒayeÓ.	

With a single vote, in defiance of formidable opposition, women finally won the 
right to participate in their government by being allowed to vote.	

From that single act of courage stems everything that women have been able 
to achieve and contribute to community leadership.	

On Monday August 18, 2008 - with Michigan's beloved former First Lady Helen 
Milliken as honored guest - Manistee County and Grand Traverse League of Women 
Voters, friends and supporters gathered at the Park Place Hotel, Downtown Traverse 
City, to celebrate the 88th Anniversary of ratification of the 19th Amendment. 
Linda Stephan from Interlochen Public Radio was our Mistress of Ceremonies.	

Over 100 people attended the Benefit Reception and walked to the State Theatre 
in downtown Traverse City to be greeted by Michael Moore prior to a free-will 
showing of HBO Film's "Iron Jawed Angels".	

The theatre was packed! Michael Moore praised Iron Jawed Angles as a story 
that needs to be told, retold and, above all, remembered! Not many people have 
seen this HBO Films production on a movie theatre screen.  The effect was electrifying 
and emotional. People stood, cheered, applauded, cried and left pulling out their 
wallets to support what LWV is and stands for!	

The evening created incredible publicity and good will throughout our region - 
and helped raise badly needed funds for both LeaguesÕ Election Year Voter Service

ÒHot TopicÓ Potluck 
Tuesday, September 23rd ¥ 5:30 - 7:30 PM 
Traverse Area District Library		

Rhonda Estes is again organizing this fun event for our September 
23rd General Membership Meeting.  This event is designed to be 
more of a  social event, yet encourage a discussion of what topics 
are most important to you. We are working to get a clerk to speak 
about election related issues. 	

Please bring a friend and enjoy an animated discussion of topics 
we need to address.



Cast Your Ballot For Best Film 	
And Get Voter Registration Help 	
At The State Theatre 	

Catch the election season spirit at the 
State before you cast your November 4, 
2008 national ballot. Vote in the theater 
lobby for the best film shown at the State 
Theatre during its first year. The winning 
film will be brought back for an encore 
in November. On Wednesday and Friday 
evenings, the League of Women voters 
will be on hand to answer your questions 
about registering to vote. They can locate 
your voter district and polling place, and 
help you fill out an application to 	
vote online or on paper before the 
October 6th voter registration deadline.	

What an exciting partnership!  If you 
can volunteer to help with this, please 
contact Bev Newson, 231-941-5240.
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The
Frankfort 
Bookstore 

(231) 352-9720
330 Main Street 

Frankfort, MI 49635

Fall Forums 
Being Planned	

Representative in Congress, 104th 
District, State Representative and 
101st District State Representative as 
well as local county contested elections 
and judgeships.

Remember Ð October 6, 2008 is the last day to register to vote

Voter Guides
Both Printed and On-line 
Will be Available Mid-September

   Jane Watts has again submitted a request to LWVMI for printed 	
voter guides to be distributed to local libraries, units of government 
and area high schools. In addition both LWVMI and LWVGTA will 		
be offering voter guides on-line. Publius and the League of Women 
Voters of Michigan have collaborated to create MichiganÕs most 
informative on-line voter education guide. This partnership brings 
together the technologically progressive Publius with the historically 
respected League of Women Voters of Michigan. The nonpartisan 
collaboration, http://lwv.publius.org, provides ballot information for 	
the November 4, 2008 general election.	

Michigan voters can find:		
¥	Individualized ballot information including 						

salaries of many officials		

¥	Candidate information including candidate websites		

¥	League of Women Voters candidate survey responses		

¥	Current voter registration information		

¥	Maps to polling places

LWVGTA Thanks All The Volunteers 	
and Organizations That made the 
showing of ÒIron Jawed AngelsÓ 	
Event Successful!	

LWVGTA thanks all of you who 
volunteered to make the showing of ÒIron 
Jawed AngelsÓ at the State Theatre the 
overwhelming success it was. We 
especially thank Manistee President 
Dendra Best and Linda Albee (publicity) 
for their help in organizing and 
publicizing the event and for printing 
the programs; Inara Kurt who organized 
the publicity for LWVGTA (we hope you 
saw the window at Horizon); Linda 
Crandall who organized the room and 
food for the reception at the Park Place 
Hotel; Ingrid Brophy, who organized the 
ushers, and Arielle Davey, a TBA Career 
Tech Center student who designed the 
poster publicizing the event and all of 
you who ushered, sold popcorn, etc.! 	

We also thank HBO Films, the WomenÕs 
History Project, the Park Place Hotel, 
the Grand Traverse, Antrim and Leelanau 
Bar Association for a grant to help with 
publicity, the Old Town Playhouse which 
provided those marvelous hats, the 
Manistee News Advocate and Horizon 
Book Store.

The 101st District Forum will be October 16, 2008 from 7:00 to 8:30 
p.m. at Benzie Central High School between Democrat Dan Scripps 
and Republican Ray Franz. The League is also investigating holding 
a debate on a ballot initiatives. 

Please stay tuned to our website  for updates



September, 2008 ¥ The League of Women Voters Ð Grand Traverse Area   ¥  Page 3

(231) 946-6561
1208 East Eighth Street 

Traverse City, MI  49686

Belstone Gallery
Offering a distinctive collection
of fine arts, glass,jewelry, metal

pottery and wood.

321 East Front Street
Traverse City

(231) 946-0610

The Betsie Bay Inn

Coburn MacNaughton
Executive Chef

231 Main Street ¥ PO Box 271
Frankfort, MI  49635

(231) 352-8090

News From Benzie

ELECTION INFORMATION YOU NEED

News from Leelanau
	Mary Grover, Voter Service Chair, was the featured speaker at the 

September 3rd meeting of the Leelanau Unit of LWVGTA. Grover 
passed out and described a variety of handouts created by the League 
for candidatesÕ forums held this summer in Acme and Garfield Townships 
before the primary election. Population, budgets, and office salaries 
and benefits were contrasted and discussed. Grover gave the League 
members and guests a quiz on Leelanau County.  Many of the answers 
were surprises.	

Following GroverÕs talk, information about the upcoming Leelanau 
County Candidates Forum for State Representative, District 101, and 
County Commissioners, Districts 2, 3, 6 and 7 was given. A request 
for more volunteers to help on October 20th was made and all positions 
were filled. Members of the planning committee are Barbara Marsh, 
Vina Mikesell, Barbara Ort-Smith and Shirley Wall.	

Suzanne Hoff announced the speaker for the October 1st meeting. 
Steve Smiley will talk about ÒWind and Renewable Energy.Ó Phyllis 
Dozier reported that a copy of ÒIron Jawed AngelsÓ had been purchased. 
The movie will be shown early in November at a local theater for free. 
Several people volunteered to help with this event.	

The Leelanau Unit meets the first Wednesday of each month at noon 
in the new County Government Center outside Lake Leelanau. Everyone 
is welcome. For more information, contact Kathy Turner, Chair, 
(thegulagk@chartermi.net) or Vina Mikesell (mikeselv@wabash.edu).	

The League will meet in the community room of the Government 
Center at noon. Bring a sack lunch or purchase snacks from the vending 
machines. After the presentation, we will be discussing our August 
20th Candidates Forum for the contested state representative and 
county commissioner seats.	

The public is welcome at our meetings.

	The Benzie Unit will resume their Friday Lunch & Learn meetings 
beginning at noon on September 5th at a new location.  The new 
meeting place will be in the library of the 1st Congregational Church 
 on Barber Street in Benzonia. Please plan to bring a sack lunch.  
Coffee will be available.	

The first order of business will be planning for the fall candidate 
forums. Possible forums are:  101st State House of Representatives, 
County Commission, District Judge.	

Starting on Friday, October 3rd we will continue the ÒGreat 
DecisionsÓ discussions on the first Friday of each month.	

All are welcome to attend.

1 Vote
    Can Make a Difference!		

On a hot August 18th, in 1920, one 
man changed history. On that day, 24 
year-old Harry Burn, at the insistence 
of his elderly mother who urged him 
to "do the right thing", stood up in the 
Tennessee legislature and cast the 
deciding vote which ratified the 19th 
Amendment to the US Constitution 
and gave women the right to vote.	

In 1866 MichiganÕs first bill on 
womanÕs suffrage is defeated by one 
vote.




