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	Olson will talk about the concept of “the commons”, the idea 
that the public owns some aspects of the natural environment 
which the State must hold as a public trust. He will explore the 
roots of the public trust doctrine, the Michigan Constitution 	
(Article 4, Section 52), and the Michigan Environmental Protection 
Act. Under the MEPA, a citizen has a right to sue to protect the public interest in 
the environment. He will explain how the Michigan Supreme Court has eroded the 
concept of the commons, and suggest ways citizens can reclaim their rights in our 
state’s waters and air.	

Jim has over 25 years of legal experience in the specialized practice of 
Environmental, Land Use, Municipal, Real Estate, Toxic Tort, Hazardous Waste and 
Natural Resources Law. A graduate of Detroit College of Law, he also earned a 
postgraduate Master of Law Degree from the University of Michigan Law School 
in Public Lands, Natural Resources and Environmental Law.	

The dinner will be held at the Traverse City Golf and Country Club, 1725 S. 
Union Street, Traverse City on Wednesday, May 21st with a reception and cash bar 
at 5:30 p.m. followed by dinner at 6:00 p.m. and the presentation by Jim Olson at 
7:00 p.m. The event is always a great time to be in the fine company of “the good 
government folks,” to enjoy a wonderful dinner, to learn about something interesting 
and important and to determine the direction of your local League for another 
year. The cost for the dinner is $30. 	

Make a reservation by contacting Bev Newson, 231-941-5240. Come!

Annual Dinner Meeting to Feature Jim Olson as Speaker on 
“Reclaiming Nature’s Commons and the Michigan Constitution

"Working to Create Change in Our Communities"
	The League of Women Voters Michigan’s Spring Workshop will be held in Lansing 

on May 10. The meeting is at the Mutual Building, 208 N. Capitol, with registration 
from 9:30 until 10:00 a.m. The last session should conclude about 2:30 p.m. The 
agenda is filled with interesting topics. A Department of Human Services’ 
representative will talk about the voter registration initiative. Vince Keenan from 
www.Publius.org will talk about the joint venture for online voter guides. There will 
also be sessions on “Communicating for Growth” and our “Democracy Agenda: 
Fair and Impartial Courts.” Workshops will address: mock elections in public 
schools, increasing access for voters with disabilities, and obtaining grant dollars 
for local leagues.	

The deadline for registration was May 1, 2008. However, you may register on-
line at www.lwv.orgmi or contact: office@lwvmi.org or telephone 517-484-5383.
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(231) 352-8090

The
Frankfort 
Bookstore 

(231) 352-9720
330 Main Street 

Frankfort, MI 49635

	Over four thousand people turned out to learn more about the state 
of energy issues in Michigan and the U.S. at the 2007 Michigan Energy 
Fair.  The event drew attendees from as far away as New York and 
California. Presented by the Great Lakes Renewable Energy Association 
(GLREA), in partnership with Manistee County, the Fair was held at 
the Manistee County Fairgrounds in Onekama, MI. Over 220 volunteers 
helped over five days to make the event run smoothly. Jennifer Alvarado, 
Executive Director of the GLREA, said, "this exceptional level of volunteer 
assistance shows that the public really supports renewable energy use 
and they are willing to do their own part to help make the transition 
to renewables in Michigan happen.”

Anne Magoun to Receive 	
the Dean Robb Unsung Hero 
Award at ACLU Annual 
Dinner	

An active member of the Traverse 
City community for almost twenty 
years, Anne Magoun recently 
completed her second two-year term 
as President of the Michigan League 
of Women Voters. Magoun has a 
tremendous record in forwarding the 
mission of an informed electorate. This 
includes her dedicated involvement 
with League of Women Voters-Grand 
Traverse Area and Michigan League of 
Women Voters leadership as President 
from 2003 through 2007, being a 
founder of the Women's History 
Project, and her involvement in gender 
equity issues with the Traverse City 
Area Public Schools. In addition, she 
is on the Board of Directors of Assisting 
Children's Education, which raises 
money for teachers and staff for 
classroom projects. Magoun is 
currently involved in grass roots efforts 
for reform of the State Supreme Court 
and in facilitating the public's decision 
regarding the future of the local public 
access television station.	

The Annual Dinner for the 
Northwest Branch of the American 
Civil Liberties Branch will be held 	
May 4, 2008 at Sleder’s Family Tavern 
on Randolph Street in Traverse City. 	

Congratulations Anne!

	Following a strong recommendation from City Manager Richard Lewis, 
Traverse City Commissioners voted unanimously to authorize negotiating 
a deal with the Land Information Access Association www.liaa.org to 
operate TV2/TV99 as outlined in LIAA's . 	

David Poinsett, an Elmwood Township resident who formed Friends 
of TV2, says “LIAA is a well respected local non-profit with many years 
experience producing multi-media content for non-commercial 
organizations. Their mission embodies a strong commitment to 
community service and they have a great record of accomplishment.  
We are fortunate to have an organization of their caliber propose to 
operate TV2 and Ch.99.”

Traverse City Approves Negotiation 			
and Surplus 4Cs Funds for New TV2/TV99

	LWVMI is partnering with LWV Manistee County to 'person' 
an education exhibit booth at the third Annual Michigan 
Energy Fair, June 27-29 at Manistee County Fairgrounds in 
Onekama. More information about the Energy Fair can be 
found at www.glrea.org . As they did last year, LWV Manistee 
County extends an invitation to any Michigan League to 
participate, provide volunteers, provide voter service detailing 
LWV's role in this year's elections, and discuss positions on 
environment, energy and Great Lakes issues.	

Several Grand Traverse Area League members helped last 
year and it was great recruitment exposure. Please contact 
Dendra Best (231 864 2686) or info@lwvmanisteecounty.org 
to sign up for a two four-hour slot at the three-day event. All 
volunteers receive free admission to the Fair. LWV Manistee 
County may be able to help with overnight lodging too.

Manistee League to Feature a Booth at the 	
Michigan Energy Fair, June 27-29
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Belstone Gallery
Offering a distinctive collection
of fine arts, glass,jewelry, metal

pottery and wood.

321 East Front Street
Traverse City

(231) 946-0610

News From Benzie
	As the ice finally melted on Crystal Lake and the boat hoists began 

appearing in the lake, the Benzie Unit turned its attention to The 
Grand Vision, Land Use and Transportation Strategy. Several members 
attended the workshop at Howe Arena in Traverse City in March 
and we are now ready to turn our attention to what exactly this 
means for Benzie County. 	

Jim Lively from Michigan Land Use Institute was the first speaker 
in April. He outlined plans to help us focus on the future. The big 
question is: What do we want this area to look like in 2040? Do we 
want endless sprawl, used car lots; strip malls and traffic along our 
major arteries or is there a better way? Residents will have the 
opportunity to give their input on May 28 at 6:30 p.m. at Crystal Mt. 
Resort when The Grand Vision comes to Benzie. We urge all of our 
members to attend and bring family and friends.	

In September, Grand Vision Decision will present several scenarios 
for us to choose from. As League members interested in planning 
and preserving what we love about our area, we will want to take 
part.	

Earth Day gave us the opportunity to share our interests and 
expertise on ways to preserve planet earth. One member told of his 
research on the use of wind energy to produce electricity to pump 
water for use on a golf course, another examined what she would 
have to do to lessen her family’s ecological footprint, citing ideas 
from a book entitled Radical Simplicity by Jim Merkel; another 
mentioned her success in using low phosphorus dishwashing soap 
that she purchased from Oryana. Someone else informed us of Earth 
Day Projects planned locally such as collecting trash and planting 
trees. All in all, everyone left lunch bunch with new knowledge and 
commitment of ways we could make a difference.	

Mary Lee reported the Benzie Summit Committee, that was planning 
to put a Headlee rollback on the ballot, had failed to reach agreement, 
and had recently disbanded.	

Coming up we have scheduled: an update on the work of the Human 
Services Collaborative Body; viewing a DVD interview with author 
Maude Barlow about her new book Blue Covenant, which discusses 
the right to water for all people; more on the Benzie Summit: this 
time the committee on Education with Kathy Ross. The “Great 
Decisions” topic for the first Friday in May is “U.S. China Relations” 
facilitated by Judy Macey	

The Benzie Unit meets every Friday at noon at the Betsie Bay Inn. 
Everyone is welcome.

Cost of annual dinner raised to 
$30/person.  

Slate of officers and proposed FY2008 
budget approved for presentation to 
the membership at the annual 
meeting.

Treasurer’s report.  National dues will 
probably be raised at the National 
Convention.  As a result, the board 
approved a request to raise our local 
dues to $55 per single and $82.50 per 
household.  The dues increase will 
be voted upon at the annual dinner.

Bylaws for the LWV-GTA need to be 
revised.  A committee will be 
appointed at our retreat.

Grand Traverse jail issues.  Mary 
Grover presented information on a 
council being formed to explore ways 
of keeping people out of jail.

Barb Berry will be the delegate to the 
National Convention

The board’s annual retreat will be 
held June 7, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. at 
Barb Ort-Smith’s home.

Cherry Festival – once again Bev 
Newson will request LWV-GTA’s 
participation at the Bingo tent.

Update of 2008 election information 
for the region.Grand Traverse Area 

and Manistee Leagues 
are co-hosting 
“Iron Jawed Angels” at the State Theater	

Official word has just been received by Linda Albee of the Manistee League from 
Deb Lake and Michael Moore that the co-venture between the LWV-GTA and the 
LWV-Manistee County for a showing of Iron Jawed Angels at the State Theatre is a 
"go"! They have confirmed the date of Monday, August 18, 2008, at 7:30pm for this 
event The film about the American women's suffrage movement during the early 
1900s was filmed in Virginia and released in 2004. It received a standing ovation at 
the Sundance Film Festival. August 19th is the anniversary of the Nineteenth 
Amendment which gave women the right to vote. More details will be available in 
the July Voter.  This should be a truly exciting event!  Please contact Barb Berry at 
231-938-2848 or barbberry2@ charter.net if you wish to help with this event.

Votes
for

Women

From the Board April 9, 2008
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(231) 946-6561
1208 East Eighth Street 

Traverse City, MI  49686

Helping you reach your
financial goals

(231) 946-4975
(866) 256-5186

125 Park St Suite 300
Traverse City, MI 49684

Stocks • Bonds
Mutual Funds
Annuities • CDs 
IRAs • UITs
Retirement Plans
Money Market Funds
Cash Management
Financial Planning

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Inc
MEMBER SIPC AND NYSE

WWW.STIFEL.COM

Wayne Schmidt
151 E Front Street

Downtown Traverse City
(231) 946-7066

Professional Printing 	
and Graphics

Paying too much for printing and design? 
Give me a call. Using recycled paper 
and soy ink for over ten years.

Joann Ewing  947-6307
proprinting@charter.net

Donating of Graphic Design 
and Layout of the VOTER and TRY.

Downtown Traverse City
243 E. Front St.

Traverse City, MI 49684
(231) 946-7290 800-587-2147

read@horizonbooks.com

horizon
books

From Bev Newaon, Treasurer
	LWV-GTA members will be asked to approve a dues increase at 

the Annual Meeting on May 21, raising dues from $52.50 (household, 
$78.75) to $55.00 (household, $83.50) per year.  This is necessitated 
by a dues increase of $2.00 at the State level and an upcoming dues 
increase of $1.20 at the National level.  The Board decided to not raise 
dues in the amount ($3.20) of our combined increase at the State 
and National levels.  However, a further dues increase for Fiscal Year 
2009-2010 may be necessary a year from now. Dues envelopes will 
be distributed to members who attend the Annual Meeting. Those 
who do not attend will receive their dues notice envelope in the 
mail. Members who joined during this fiscal year will have their dues 
prorated for the coming year.

 	 Once again, LWV-GTA will be participating in the Cherry Festival 
come July. The application form has been received and returned.  
For two years, we have worked the Bingo tent. I have requested the 
Bingo or Souvenir tent and/or the Ice Cream and Pie Tent. The money 
we earn depends on how many hours we work and how many people 
work. We do not get our assignment until June, but please set aside 
some time during Cherry Festival Week when you can help us. By 
doing this community project, we help ourselves earn some money, 
we get public recognition for LNWV-GTA, and we have a good time!!

	The Leelanau unit met on Wednesday, April 2 at Conference Room 
One at the new Leelanau County Facilities Building. We soon found 
that the room was much too small, also no windows! We will meet 
in May in the large public meeting room on the ground floor. It is 
very nice with a lovely view out into the woods! 	

We spent most of our meeting confirming that we indeed want to 
become the Leelanau County Unit; a consensus was taken with only 
one dissenter! We discussed such topics as how we would function 
with league members and non-members and decided to invite Pat 
Laarman from the Benzie Unit to help us understand how they do 
this. Vina Mikesell attended the board meeting in April and presented 
our formal request to become a League Unit. This was accepted.	

Vina Mikesell reported on the membership Committee meeting: a 
potential membership list was compiled and it was decided that a 
letter would be sent inviting these persons to become members along 
with an invitation to an opening meeting in September. Mary Grover 
is willing to come to the September meeting and discuss "How well 
do you know your County". We are hoping that the GLWV-GTA will 
help with the membership drive expenses.	

Shirley Wall discussed our responsibilities as Observers at local 
governmental meetings. She handed out League buttons and passed 
around a sign-up sheet.	

At our meeting on May 7, we will hear from Pat Laarman, set a date 
for our County Government Candidates forum, and discuss John 
Grisham's book, "The Appeal".

News from Leelanau
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Ronald “Gus” O’Brien

91 Fourth St • PO Box 306
Suttons Bay, MI 49682

(231) 271-4280
(231) 271-4643 fax

“It just does’t get any Grocer than this”

www.hansenfoods.biz
e-mail: hansenfoods@centurytel.net

ELECTION INFORMATION YOU NEED

Michigan Independent Supreme 			
Court Campaign Update
Local:	

The local group continues to meet, focusing on the development of 
more materials and ideas for educating ourselves and the public on 
the need for fair and impartial courts free from political pressures 
and on why the Michigan judicial selection process needs to be 
improved. 	

Several ideas are in the hopper, including distribution of the edited 
DVD from the October 2007 forum, study questions to be available 
to book groups reading John Grisham’s new best-seller, “The Appeal” 
and planning future meetings, possibly with big-name attractions. 
Next meeting: April 18.	

Mary Grover made contact with an expert on the North Carolina 
experience. Fortuitously, he will be in the Traverse Area (Walloon 
Lake – close enough) in July and is willing to talk with a local contingent 
about the North Carolina campaign to institute public funding of their 
Supreme Court campaigns.	

Additional copies of the DVD are being made; the state League will 
pick up the tab.

Statewide:	

Another group (LWVMI and Michigan Campaign Finance Network 
(MCFN) members met in Lansing on April 7 to develop broad strategies 
(coalition-building, public education, and legislative) for this effort. 
The grassroots efforts of MISCC (local) complement statewide education 
efforts. 	

The group will reconvene in May to review progress by subgroups 
on message development and legislative content (what should be in 
the legislation that we’d like to see). A forum is being held in 
southwestern Michigan and Rich Robinson will speak to two more 
local Leagues this spring. We hope his talks will help jump-start 
interest for doing forums or something similar in the fall. Other 
outreach ideas are being developed.	

A generic version of our petition is online at; www.miscc.org everyone 
who did not sign the petition last fall is encouraged to sign on! 
Suggestions for improving the website are encouraged to: 
info@miscc.org or Anne Magoun.	

Note: there are efforts in Wisconsin and Minnesota to make changes 
in the way their judges are selected; we are keeping an eye on them. 
In each case, we need to realize that each state starts at a different 
point and has different obstacles to overcome, different opportunities 
for success.			

This effort may take years; we are off to a good start!

Divided We Fail Presents a Town 
Hall Meeting on Healthcare and 
Long-term Financial Security 
May 19, 2008	

AARP launched “Divided We Fail” to 
amplify the voices of millions of Americans 
who believe that health care and lifetime 
financial security are the most pressing 
domestic issues facing our nation. The 
organization has organized a Blitz for     
May 19-21 featuring a town hall meeting 
Monday, May 19, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 	
at the Park Place, a Driver Safety Program; 
Tuesday, May 20 and Wednesday May 21, 
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. CarFit Event; Tuesday, 
May 1:00 p.m.-5:00p.m. designed to assist 
senior drivers in adapting themselves and 
their vehicles to maximize their control of 
the vehicle; and a We Need to Talk Seminar: 
Monday, May 19, 6:30 p.m.- 8: p.m. which 
is designed to help families advise loved 
ones on whether it is time to limit or give 
up driving. For more information call 	
313-318-0517. or go to 
www.aarp.org/states/mi.

			(TRY) Brochures 			
            Being Distributed	

Jane Watts and Mary Lee Orr have 
once again put together the 2008 brochure, 
“They Represent You”. These brochures 
are distributed throughout Grand Traverse, 
Leelanau and Benzie Counties and include 
important information on election dates, 
contact information for local, state and 
federal officials, as well as the courts and 
schools. This year Jane has completely 
redesigned TRY for Grand Traverse County. 
 The newly formed Leelanau unit will be 
working to bring a similar brochure for 
Leelanau County, though that may not 
occur till next year.  LWV-GTA gives a BIG 
THANKS TO Parsons Ringsmuth PLC Law 
Offices for underwriting the printing of 
Grand Traverse TRY. Bayside Printing, Inc., 
Robert McNabb, owner and a donor who 
prefers to remain anonymous for 
underwriting the Benzie County brochure.



The League of Women Voters is where 
hands-on work to safeguard democracy 
leads to civic improvement.

Mark your calendar
The Benzie Friday lunchtime gatherings meet Fridays 
at noon at the Betsie Bay Inn.

The Leelanau group will meet at noon on the first 
Wednesday of the month at the new County Office 
Building in the public meeting room on the ground 
floor. Members are urged to bring a lunch.

May 2, 2008.  Law Day

May 10, 2008. LWVMI Spring Workshop. 
Lansing, MI.

May 19, 2008. Divided We Fail Town Hall 
meeting on Healthcare and Long-term 
Financial Security, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 a.m. 
at the Park Place Hotel.

May 21, 2008. Annual Dinner  
(Note change in Calendar)  
5:30 to 8 p.m., 
Traverse City Golf and Country Club.

June 7, 2008.  Board Retreat 10:00 a.m. 
at Barb Ort-Smith’s home in Suttons Bay.

July 1, 2008. Next Voter in Mail.
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of the Grand Traverse Area
P.O Box 671
Traverse City, MI 49685-0671
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