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	Olson will talk about the concept of Òthe commonsÓ, the idea 
that the public owns some aspects of the natural environment 
which the State must hold as a public trust. He will explore the 
roots of the public trust doctrine, the Michigan Constitution 	
(Article 4, Section 52), and the Michigan Environmental Protection 
Act. Under the MEPA, a citizen has a right to sue to protect the public interest in 
the environment. He will explain how the Michigan Supreme Court has eroded the 
concept of the commons, and suggest ways citizens can reclaim their rights in our 
stateÕs waters and air.	

Jim has over 25 years of legal experience in the specialized practice of 
Environmental, Land Use, Municipal, Real Estate, Toxic Tort, Hazardous Waste and 
Natural Resources Law. A graduate of Detroit College of Law, he also earned a 
postgraduate Master of Law Degree from the University of Michigan Law School 
in Public Lands, Natural Resources and Environmental Law.	

The dinner will be held at the Traverse City Golf and Country Club, 1725 S. 
Union Street, Traverse City on Wednesday, May 21st with a reception and cash bar 
at 5:30 p.m. followed by dinner at 6:00 p.m. and the presentation by Jim Olson at 
7:00 p.m. The event is always a great time to be in the fine company of Òthe good 
government folks,Ó to enjoy a wonderful dinner, to learn about something interesting 
and important and to determine the direction of your local League for another 
year. The cost for the dinner is $30. 	

Make a reservation by contacting Bev Newson, 231-941-5240. Come!

Annual Dinner Meeting to Feature Jim Olson as Speaker on 
ÒReclaiming NatureÕs Commons and the Michigan Constitution

"Working to Create Change in Our Communities"
	The League of Women Voters MichiganÕs Spring Workshop will be held in Lansing 

on May 10. The meeting is at the Mutual Building, 208 N. Capitol, with registration 
from 9:30 until 10:00 a.m. The last session should conclude about 2:30 p.m. The 
agenda is filled with interesting topics. A Department of Human ServicesÕ 
representative will talk about the voter registration initiative. Vince Keenan from 
www.Publius.org will talk about the joint venture for online voter guides. There will 
also be sessions on ÒCommunicating for GrowthÓ and our ÒDemocracy Agenda: 
Fair and Impartial Courts.Ó Workshops will address: mock elections in public 
schools, increasing access for voters with disabilities, and obtaining grant dollars 
for local leagues.	

The deadline for registration was May 1, 2008. However, you may register on-
line at www.lwv.orgmi or contact: office@lwvmi.org or telephone 517-484-5383.
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	Over four thousand people turned out to learn more about the state 
of energy issues in Michigan and the U.S. at the 2007 Michigan Energy 
Fair.Ê The event drew attendees from as far away as New York and 
California. Presented by the Great Lakes Renewable Energy Association 
(GLREA), in partnership with Manistee County, the Fair was held at 
the Manistee County Fairgrounds in Onekama, MI. Over 220 volunteers 
helped over five days to make the event run smoothly.ÊJennifer Alvarado, 
Executive Director of the GLREA, said, "this exceptional level of volunteer 
assistance shows that the public really supports renewable energy use 
and they are willing to do their own part to help make the transition 
to renewables in Michigan happen.Ó

Anne Magoun to Receive 	
the Dean Robb Unsung Hero 
Award at ACLU Annual 
Dinner	

An active member of the Traverse 
City community for almost twenty 
years, Anne Magoun recently 
completed her second two-year term 
as President of the Michigan League 
of Women Voters. Magoun has a 
tremendous record in forwarding the 
mission of an informed electorate.ÊThis 
includes her dedicated involvement 
with League of Women Voters-Grand 
Traverse Area and Michigan League of 
Women Voters leadership as President 
from 2003 through 2007, being a 
founder of the Women's History 
Project, and her involvement in gender 
equity issues with the Traverse City 
Area Public Schools. In addition, she 
is on the Board of Directors of Assisting 
Children's Education, which raises 
money for teachers and staff for 
classroom projects. Magoun is 
currently involved in grass roots efforts 
for reform of the State Supreme Court 
and in facilitating the public's decision 
regarding the future of the local public 
access television station.	

The Annual Dinner for the 
Northwest Branch of the American 
Civil Liberties Branch will be held 	
May 4, 2008 at SlederÕs Family Tavern 
on Randolph Street in Traverse City. 	

Congratulations Anne!

	Following a strong recommendation from City Manager Richard Lewis, 
Traverse City Commissioners voted unanimously to authorize negotiating 
a deal with the Land Information Access Association www.liaa.org to 
operate TV2/TV99 as outlined in LIAA's . 	

David Poinsett, an Elmwood Township resident who formed Friends 
of TV2, says ÒLIAA is a well respected local non-profit with many years 
experience producing multi-media content for non-commercial 
organizations. Their mission embodies a strong commitment to 
community service and they have a great record of accomplishment.  
We are fortunate to have an organization of their caliber propose to 
operate TV2 and Ch.99.Ó

Traverse City Approves Negotiation 			
and Surplus 4Cs Funds for New TV2/TV99

	LWVMI is partnering with LWV Manistee County to 'person' 
an education exhibit booth at the third Annual Michigan 
Energy Fair, June 27-29 at Manistee County Fairgrounds in 
Onekama. More information about the Energy Fair can be 
found at www.glrea.org . As they did last year, LWV Manistee 
County extends an invitation to any Michigan League to 
participate, provide volunteers, provide voter service detailing 
LWV's role in this year's elections, and discuss positions on 
environment, energy and Great Lakes issues.	

Several Grand Traverse Area League members helped last 
year and it was great recruitment exposure. Please contact 
Dendra Best (231 864 2686) or info@lwvmanisteecounty.org 
to sign up for a two four-hour slot at the three-day event. All 
volunteers receive free admission to the Fair. LWV Manistee 
County may be able to help with overnight lodging too.

Manistee League to Feature a Booth at the 	
Michigan Energy Fair, June 27-29




