League of Women Voters of the Grand Traverse Area

Annual Meeting / Dinner

Wednesday, May 20, 2009

Traverse City Golf and Country Club

Social Hour and Introduction of Guests

Following the social hour the president, Barbara Berry, welcomed those assembled and introduced the guests: Bill and Carol Thomas, Traverse City Mayor Michael Estes, and Joann Ewing and Brian Bensett.  Also in attendance was Ms Ewing’s mother, Elizabeth Ewing,  who was celebrating her 101st birthday. A birthday cake was presented and she was honored with the singing of “Happy Birthday”. 

Dinner was served.

Speaker for the evening
The guest speaker, Bill Thomas, editor of the Traverse City Record Eagle, was introduced. The topic of his speech was “The Importance of Citizen Activism in an Ever-Changing Media Environment.”

Awards
The Making Democracy Work Award  was presented to Bill Thomas, Editor of the Traverse City Record Eagle, for his diligence and cooperation with the League of Women Voters in preserving and protecting the public’s right to know, the paper’s investigative journalism and his commitment to providing voters with information about candidates running for office and  the facts about issues at election time.

An Outstanding Service Award  was presented to Joann Ewing and Brian Bensett  of ProPrinting for their years of providing high quality service to LWV-GTA in producing the “They Represent You” pamphlets and the Voter Newsletter.

An Outstanding Service Award  was also given to Mary Grover in recognition of her dedication and leadership as LWV-GTA president and Voter Service Chairman,. It was noted that among her many talents are her organizational skills that enable her to be of service to the Grand Traverse Blue Ribbon Jail Committee,to the Traverse Area Public School strategic planning process and  the local study on  township government  In addition she was cited for her work  in presenting  numerous forums at all levels of government.

The LWV-Mi Bell Brotherton Award President Barbara Berry announced that this prestigious  award was given to Anne Magoun at the LWVMi’s State Convention held in Lansing on May 16, 2009. Anne was honored for her many years of outstanding service to LWVMi  as president, treasurer, special projects chairman and instigator of other important initiatives that have made the League a viable institution.
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Annual Meeting Call to Order

Minutes of the Annual Meeting, 2008

Minutes of the Annual Meeting, 2008 were read and approved by the minutes-approval committee, and subsequently approved by the Board of Directors.

No action is needed at this meeting.

The minutes-approval committee for this meeting are: Lee Hornberger, Ronnie Alff, and Ingrid Brophy.

Treasurer’s Report   Jean Howard

May 5, 19, 2009
Total Income


$23,180.24




Projected expenses

$21,299.87




Education fund

$ 4,579.76
Details are available in secretary’s file

M. Grover/J. Watts moved to accept the proposed budget and treasurer’s report as presented.  Approved

Dues will remain unchanged.

By-Laws Peg Kauffman

Proposed changes in the By-Laws were presented by Peg Kauffman.

Copies of these changes are available in the secretary’s file.

M. Grover/D. Hornberger moved that the By-Law changes be approved as recommended.

Approved

Election of Officers

The Nominating Committee (Arline Howe chair, Ronnie Alff and Jane Watts presented the following slate of officers for 2009-2010 (Bold indicated position to be filled this year)

Board of Directors  (Two year terms)


President


Donna Hornberger

2009-2011


First Vice President

Beverly Newson

2008-2010


Second Vice President
Ingrid Brophy

2009-2011


Secretary


Pat Laarman

2009-2011


Treasurer


Jean Howard


2008-2010
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Elected Directors  (Maximum of 6 for two year terms


Jane Watts


Director


2009-2011


Vina Mikesell

Director


2009-2011


Mary Grover


Director


2009-2011


Inara Kurt


Director


2008-2010


Ann Wettlaufer

Director


2008-2010


Barbara Berry

Director


2008-2009
There were no nominations from the floor.

J. Howard/R. Estes moved the election of the Slate of Officers as presented by the nominating committee.  Approved
Nominating Committee for 2009-2010

  Arline Howe, Ronnie Alff, Jane Watts


M. Grover/I. Brophy moved that Arline Howe, Ronnie Alff, and Jane Watts be elected to the Nominating Committee for 2009-2010.  Approved

Appointed Directors

(Maximum of six appointed by the Board for a one year term)


Barbara Ort Smith

Director


2009-2010


Jule Kimpton

Director


2009-2010


Gail Dennis


Director


2009-2010

Program Portfolios


County Government




Vacant


Education





Inara Kurt


Library Action Committee



Ellie Long


Natural Resources and Land Use

Gail Dennis


Benzie Unit





Mary Lee Orr


Benzie Unit Liaison




Pat Laarman

Service Portfolio


Membership




Rhonda Estes

Public Relations



vacant


Voter Newsletter



Barbara Berry


Voter Service



Mary Grover

Consultant

Anne Magoun, past president League of Women Voters – Mi

Local Program 

No changes are proposed in our current positions on County Government, Education, Libraries, and Natural Resources and Land Use Policy.
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Dues for 2009-2010

No changes.

Annual membership dues are $55 per individual and $82.50 for a household.

General Information on Membership

As of February 1,2009 LWV-GTA had 121 single memberships,

15 1st  Household, 17 2nd Household, 7 National, and 1 Honorary

Total = 161
Local Program Reports

Education Committee

Inara Kurt


Focus has been on charter schools and publicizing the inequities in public school funding, TCAPS issues are reported.   Looking ahead…we will begin to update the local education position.

Membership

Donna Hornberger


We now have 163 members.  Inara Kurt was recognized for her leadership in the state Membership Recruitment Initiative which produced good results.  

D. Hornberger urged members to keep the committee informed when personal data changes so our files will be current.

She thanked Jean Howard for creating a data base for membership information.

Library Action Committee        Ellie Long


It was reported that members of this committee logged attendance at 22 TCAPS meetings in the past year.  E. Long stressed the importance of monitoring TCAPS because of their $85 million dollar budget. The committee also interviewed new board members and administrative staff.


A watchful eye is kept on the elementary school library budget and staffing.

Voter Newsletter   Barbara Berry


B. Berry requests members to submit articles of importance to League issues to provide background material for our readers.  She looks forward to her continued work on the Voter.
Voter Service
Mary Grover


M. Grover reviewed the very active role of LWV-GTA during the 2008 election year.  Members distributed 3000 State Voter Guides, participated in numerous candidate and ballot issue forums, created a first ever online Voter Guide for local candidates, and assisted with voter registration at the State Theater in downtown Traverse City.
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Benzie Unit

Pat Laarman


The Benzie Unit met every Friday from September – the end of June either to  listen to an invited speaker on current topic or to discuss local issues.


In addition once a month the focus is on “Great Decisions” topics from the Foreign Affairs Association (ex: Global Food Crisis, Egypt, Afghanistan/Pakistan)  with a members serving as facilitator.


 During the elections we conducted three candidate forums and recently helped with the passage of millage to support the county jail.

Leelanau Unit

Vina Mikesell


The Leelanau Unit is completing its first year and it has been an active one.  We began the year with three candidate forums. Later we held programs on “Know your County”. “Renewable Energy”, “Farmland Preservation”, “Money and Judicial Elections”, Invasive Phragmites” and a report from the Commissioners on their goals and objectives. The new state representative, Dan Scripps, is scheduled next month.


A showing of the film “Iron Jawed Angels” was held at the Bay Theater in Suttons Bay followed by animated discussion.


An Observer Corps has been formed to monitor county, township and village governments.


Expanding  membership is a goal along with increased League awareness in Leelanau County.

State Convention Summary        Barbara Berry


Three topics emerged from the 2009 LWVMi State Convention

1. The Prison Study will be ready for consensus in the coming year

2. Democracy Agenda will focus on Term Limits

3. CAFO  (Confined Animal Feeding Operations) is  new area


area of study.

Adjournment


L. Hornberger/J.Watts moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 PM.


Approved

Submitted by  Pat Laaman, Secretary

These minutes were reviewed by the Minutes Reading Committee:  Lee Hornberger, Ronnie Alff, and ​​​​​​​​​Ingrid Brophy and their corrections have been incorportated.
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